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PREFACE, 


AT a period, like the present, when a missionary spirit has been 
poured out upon the church of Christ, it might appear unnecessary, to 
offer an apology to the Christian public, for opening an additional 
source of information on a subject, which is daily gaining fresh inter- 
est among the followers of the Lamb. Still, on adding one to the num- 
ber of those periodical publications, which are annual claimants on the 


patronage of the religious community, it is but just, to preface the first 
number of the work, witha brief statement of the motives which led to 
this undertaking, the circumstances which occasioned the appearance of 


the publication in its present shape, the principles upon which it is to 
be conducted, and the sources from which our materials will be derived. 
The missions of the United Brethren among the Heathen having re- 
cently attracted the attention of the Christian world, and affording a 
rich fund of interesting and edifying matter, it appeared desirable, that 
the members of the church, and the friends of missions generally, 
should be in possession of a medium, through which they might ob- 
tain regular and authentic intelligence from the different Missionary 
stations of that society, calculated, both to impart individual instruc- 
tien and edification, and to cherish an active zeal in the great cause of 
evangelizing the world. While every other religious denomination in 
this country appeared to possess the means of conveying information to 
its members, and to the public at large, through the channel of the 
American press, our brethren and friends in the United States were 
dependant on the importation of accounts from Europe, which was at- 
tended with considerable expense, and occasional delay, and which 
precluded the diffusion of our Missionary intelligence to the extent, that 
was desirable. Besides, the accounts of our Missions among the In- 
dian tribes, which claim a particular share in the interest and support 
of our American fellow citizens, could not but become stale, before 
they returned to the United States in a foreign publication. To supply 
this deficiency, the Conference at Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, which, 
jointly with that at Salem, North Carolina, superintends the vongrega- 
tions and missions of the United Brethren in this country, issued pro- 
posals, in the course of Jast summer, for publishing by subscription a 
Periodical Work, to be entitled ‘ Selections from the Records of the 
Jnited Brethren’s Church ;’ comprising Biography, Missionary Intelli- 
gence, and other interesting matter, partly translated from a periodical 
work, authorized by the General Synod, and printed in Germany ; and 
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partly compiled from manuscript accounts, relative to the United 
Brethren’s Church and Missions in this country.—While subscribers 
were collecting for this little publication, it was suggested, that, with- 
out deviating from the original quantity of matter or amount of sub- 
scription, some improvements might be adopted, with a view to render 
the work more deserving of general patronage. These improvements 
were accordingly announced in an additional notice, dated February 
27th, 1822 ; stating, that the contents of the work were to embrace, 
chiefly, the most recent Intelligence, relating to the Missions of the United 
Brethren among the Heathen ; that interesting, religious Biography, and 
other miscellaneous Selections from the Records of that Church would be 
introduced occasionally; and that, in conformity with this improved 
character, the publication would appear under the title of “ The Unit- 
ed Brethren’s Missionary Intelligencer and Religious Miscellany.” 

Under this title, and with such characteristics, our first number is 
now submitted to the reader. How far the expectations of subscribers 
to the work will be realized, and what may prove to be its claims to the 
patronage of the religious community, must be left to the decision of 
a candid public. 

The principal aim of the ‘ Intelligencer” will be, to collect and 
record interesting facts, ten‘ling to iJlustrate the power of divine grace, 
and to exhibit the progress of the gospel among mankind,—in a plain, 
unvarnished narrative, and with a reference only to such authentic sour- 
ces of information as are furnished by the records of the United Bre- 
thren’s Church 

Exclusive of the above-mentioned periodical publication, printed in 
Germany, our materials will be selected chiefly from the ‘ Periodical 
Accounts, relating to the Missions of the Church of the United Brethren; 
published for the Brethren’s Society at London for the furtherance of 
the Gospel among the Heathen.” 


To the English members of our congregations in this country, we 


hope to render an acceptable service, by presenting them regularly, 
and ata moderate price, with information on such subjects, as have a 
strong claim to their attention, and in which, we trust, they feel deeply 
interested. It is to them, also, that we must chiefly look for support, 
if the work is to prosper. The members and friends of our little Zion, 
and all those who are well-wishers to the general cause of the gospel, 
are once more affectionately solicited to aid the undertaking by their 
patronage; and we feel the more freedom, in urging this request, as 
we fondly hope, that, in so doing, they may subserve the promotion of 
the glory of God among mankind, the extension of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom, and the salvation ofimmortal souls. 





MTTRODUCTION, 


ON THE 


Missions of the United Brethren, 


IN GENERAL. 


EVER since the year 1732, the Protestant Episcopal Church of the 
Unirep Braetuxen has endeavoured to extend the benefits of Christi- 
anity to heathen nations. From very small beginnings, the Missions 
established by that Church in different p rts of the world, have increas- 
ed to upwards of thirty settlements, in which, about one hundred and siz- 
ty Missionaries are employed; a number scarcely sufficient for the care 
of more than twenty-eight thousand converts, from among various hea- 
then tribes. 

The only motive of the Brethren in sending out Missionaries, has 
ever been and coniinues to be, an ardent desire to promote the salva- 
tion of their fellow-men, by making known to them the gospel of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Grieved to think, that so many mil- 
lions of the human race were yet sitting in darkness, and groaning be- 
neath the yoke of sin and Satan; and, believing in the glorious promises 
contained in the word of God, that the heathen should become the re- 
ward of the sufferings and death of Jesus; they considered His command- 
ment to “ go into all the world and preach the gospel to every crea- 
“ture,” as given to His followers in all ages; and of course obligatory 
upon themselves. They were filled with confident bopes, that if they 
went forth, in obedience unto His word, their labour would not be vain 
in the Lord. They were disheartened neither by the small measure of 
their means and abilities, nor by the prospect of suffering hardships of 
every kind, and perhaps the loss of Jife itself; but love to their Saviour 
and their fellow-sinners far outweighed these considerations. They 
went forth in the strength of their God, who also wrought wonders in 
their behalf. Blessed be God, unto this day, a Missionary spirit pre- 
vails in the congregations of the United Brethren, and there has been 
a continual and increasing succession of persons, who have offered them- 
selves to supply vacancies, or to enter upon new Missions, notwithstand- 
ing the dangers and hardships attending the service, which are set be- 
fore them without any disguise or palliation. 

As to qualifications for the Missionary service, much erudition is not 
required by the Brethren. To be well versed in the Sacred Scriptures, 
and to have an experimental knowledge of the truths they contain, is 
indeed judged indispensably necessary. But experience has proved, 
that a good understanding, joined to a friendly disposition, and above 
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all, a heart filled with the love of God, are the best and most essential 
qualifications of a Missionary. Nor are, in general, the habits of a stu- 
dent so well calculated to form the body for a laborious life, as those of 
amechanic. Yet men of learning are not excluded, and their talents 
have been made useful in various ways. 

We present our readers with a view of the different settlements, as 
existing at the beginning of the present year, together with the dates of 
their commencement. 


Settlements of the Umted Brethren among 
the Heathen, January 1, 1822. 


Begun 
In 1732. In the Danish WEST INDIA ISLANDS. 
Among the Negro Slaves. ' 
In Sr. Toomas.—New Herrnhut. Nisky. 
In Sr. Crorx.—Friedensberg. Friedensthal. Friedensfeld. 
In Sr. Joun’s.—Bethany. Emmaus. 
In 1733. In GREENLAND. 
New Hermhut. Lichtenfels. Lichtenau. 
In 1734. In NORTH AMERICA. 
(Among the Native Indians. ) 
New Fairfield in Upper Canada. Goshen on the river Mus- 
kingum. Spring-Place, in the Cherokee country. 
In 1821. Oochgeelogy, do do. 
In 1738. In SOUTH AMERICA. 
(Among the Negro Slaves.) 
At Paramaribo. On the Neukeer river. 
In 1736 In SOUTH AFRICA. 
renewed in (Among the Hottentots. ) 
1792. Gnadenthal, (Bavianskloof.) Groenekloof. 
1818. Enon, on the Witte Revier. 
In 1754. In JAMAICA. 
New Eden, in St. Elizabeth’s parish. Carmel, ditto. 
Irvine, near Montego bay. 
In 1756, In ANTIGUA. 
St. John’s. Gracehill. Grace-Bay, 
In 1817. Newfield. 
In 1764. On the COAST of LABRADOR. 
(mong the Esquimaux Indians.) 
Nain. Okkak. Hopedule. 
In 1765. In BARBADOES. 
Sharon near Bridgetown. 
In 1765. In the RUSSIAN Part of ASIA. 
reuewed in (Among the Turgutsch Horde of Calmucs.) 
1815. Sarepta. 
1775. In Sr. KITTS. 
Basseterre. Bethesda. 
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Several attempts made by the Brethren, to carry the gospel into 
other parts of the earth, have not succeeded. In 1735, Missionaries 
were sent to the Laplanders and Samojedes. In 1737, and again in 
1768, to the coast of Guinea. In 1738, to the negroes in Georgia. In 
1739, to ‘he slaves in Algiers. In 1740, to Ceylon. In 1747, to Persia. 
In 1752, to Egypt. In 1760, to Tranquebar, on the coast of Coroman- 
del, with « view to introduce the gospel into the Nicobar islands. In 
1807, to the Creek Indians, and finally to the Free Negroes at Bambey, 
in Surinam, and to the Aruwacks on the river Corentyn, near Berbice. 

Hitherto, no Mission has been undertsken by the Brethren, but by 
particular invitation, and with a prospect of being protected in a perma- 
nent establishment, by a Christiin Government. 


—~—>——_ 


Berore the American Revolutionary war, the Brethren had three 
flourishing settlements on the river Muskingum, Salem, Gnadenhuetten, 
and Schoenbrunn. In 1782, these places were destroyed, and the inhab- 
itants partly murdered, partly dispersed. Fairfield, in Canada, was 
built by such of the Indian converts as were again collected by the Mis- 
sionaries. In 1798, he land belonging to their former Settlements on 
the Muskingum, hiving been restored to the Brethren. by an act of 
Congress, a colony of Christian Indians was sent thither to occupy it, 
and a new town built on that river, called Goshen. The greater part 
of the Indian congregation, however, remained at Fuirfield, the Mis- 
sionaries entertaining hopes, that from thence the Gospel might find en- 
trance among the wild Chippeway tribe, inhabiting those parts. Dur- 
ing the late war, Fairfield was destroyed; but the iuhsbitants being 
again collected in one place, they built a new settlement higher up the 
river, and called it New Fairfield. 

For a more circumst.ntial account of the Mission among the Indians 
of North America, see Loskiel’s History, and Heckewelder’s Narrative. 
The history of the Greenland Mission h»s been written at large by 
Cranz, and that of the Mission in the Danish West India Islands, by 
Oldendorp. 

The Mission among the Hottentots at the Cape of Good Hope 
was begun in 1736, by George Schmidt, a min of remarkable zeal and 
courage, who laboured successfully among them, till he had formed a 
small congregation of believers. Leaving them to the care of a pious 
man, he went to Europe, with a view to represent the promising state 
of the Mission, and to return with assistants. But, to his inexpressible 
grief and disappointment, he was not permitted by the Dutch East India 
Company to resume his labours; some ignorant people having insinua- 
ted, that the propagation of Christianity among the Hottentots would 
injure the interests of the colony. Since that time, to the year 1792, 
the Brethren did not cease to make application to the Dutch Govern- 
ment for leave to send Missionaries to the Cape, especially as they 
heard, that the small Hottentot congregation had kept together for 
some time, in earnest expectation of the return of their beloved teacher. 
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He had taught some of them to read, and left a Dutch bible with them, 
which they read together for their edification. At length, in 1792, by 
the mercy of God, and the kind interference of friends in the Dutch 
Governmert, len:ve was granted to send out three Missionaries, who, 
on their arrival, were willing, at the desire of the Governor, to go first 
to Bavianskloof, about 180 English miles east from Capetown, and 
there to commence their labours, on the spot where George Schmidt 
had resided. Instructions fiom the Government in Holland permitted 
them to choose the place of their residence, wherever they might find 
it most convenient;* but the circumstances of the colony at that time 
would not admit of it. When*the English became masters of that 
country, the Brethren obtained leave to build a church; and by the 
favour which the British Government has. uniformly shown to the 
Brethren’s Missions, they now remain undisturbed, and protected in 
their civil and religious liberty. The late Duteh Government at the 
Cape also deserve our best thanks, for the kind manner in which they 
received and protected the Missionaries, both before the first capture 
of the colony in 1796, and during the short peace in 1802 and 1803. 

At the suggestion of the Dutch Governor, General Jansen, the settle- 
ment at Bavianskloof was called Gnadentha). 

When the Missionaries first arrived at Bavianskloof, in 1792, it was 
a barren, uninhabited place. At present several Missionaries reside 
there with upwards of 1400 Hottentots. 

The Mission at Groenekloof was begun in the year 1808, by desire 
of the Governor, the Earl of (aledon, whose favours towards the Mis- 
sion, and endeavours to promote the general welfare of the colony, and 
of the Hottentots in the interior, will always be remembered with the 
liveliest gratitude. In 1818, a third settlement was begun on the Witte 
Revier, a brook running from the east into the Sunday’s River, on a 
tract of land given by Government for that purpose. 

A settlement near Tranquebar, on the coast of Coromandel, was made 
in the year 1760, at the desire of the Danish Government, chiefly with 
a view to carry the Gospel to the inhabitants of the Nicobar Islands.* 
After a persevering but fruitless attempt to form a permanent Mission- 
ary Establishment at Nancauwery, one of the Nicobar Islands, the plan 
was defeated by the following circumstances. The Danish Govern- 
ment, finding the advantage gained by their settlement on these islands 
not to answer the great expense attending it, withdrew their people, 
who had already suffered much by the unwholesomeness of the climate. 
The Missionaries being left alone, and all communication cut off be- 
tween Tranquebar and the Nicobar Islands, it became necessary to 
purchase a vessel to convey provisions and other necessaries to the 
Missionaries. This was done with great expense and hazard for some 
years, when, in the American war, the vessel was taken by a French 
cruizer, though belonging to a neutral state. No redress could be ob- 
tained from the French; and the Brethren at Tranquebar being obliged 
immediately to procure another vessel, lest the Missionaries in Nancau- 


* See letters on the Nicobar Islands, published by the Rev. C. J, Latrobe. 
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wery should be left destitute, the enormous expense and loss incurred 
by these events, and the sickly state of the Missionaries, made it neces- 
sary to recal them. Thus, not only the Mission in these islands, but 
the principal aim of the Brethren’s settling in the East Indies, was 
frustrated. Since that time no success has attended the Mission near 
Tranquebar. Some Brethren, indeed, went to Serampore and Patna, 
where they resided for a time, watching an opportunity to serve the 
cause of God in those places; but various circumstances occasioned 
both these attempts to be relinquished. ‘The East India Mission is 
therefore wholly suspended for the present, the expenses attending it 
far exceeding our ability. 

Sarepta, near Czarizin, on the Wolga, in Russian Asia, was 
built chiefly with a view to preach the gospel to the Calmuc Tartars, 
and other heathen tribes in those vast regions, among whom an open- 
ing might be found. Hitherto but little success has attended the 
Brethren’s labours, though their exertions have beén great and perse- 
vering, and equal to those of «ny of our Missionaries in other countries. 
Some Brethren even resided for a considerable time among the Cal- 
mues, conforming to their manner of living in tents, and accompanying 
them, when they removed their camp to different p.rts of the Steppe, 
(immense plains covered with long grass.) They om tted no oppor- 
tunity of preaching urto them Jesus, directing them from their num- 
berless idols and wretched superstitions, to the only true God, and to 
the way of life and salvation; but though they were heard and treated 
with civility, no impression could be made upon the hearts of these 
heathen. At last, the main horde, or tribe, quitted those parts. Find- 
ing that nothing was likely to be effected among the Calmucs, the 
Brethren turned their attention to the education of heathen children; 
and having, in 1808, ransomed four girls of the Kirgese nation, they 
had the satisfaction to see them grow up in the fear of the Lord. 
They were baptized in 1810. A poor Calmuc woman also, left to per- 
ish on the road, was some years ago brought into the settlement, and, 
after previous instruction, baptized. She departed this life, rejoicing 
in our Saviour. 

By the encouragement of the Missionary Society in London, two 
Brethren in 1814 began to study the Calmuc language, with a view to 
recommence the Mission. Having made some proficiency in it, they 
went on a visit to the {‘almuc horde in their neighbourhood, to pre«ch 
the gospel tothem, Many difficulties seem to be in the way. Of late, 
it has pleased God to open the hearts of two Chorinian Burat nobles, 
by occasion of their translating the gospel into their own language. In 
a letter to their Prince, they have made a public confession of their faith 
in Christ, from which, we hope, much m: y be gained, forthe cxuse of 
Christ among their n«tion. 

But though the Brethren did not obtain their aim with the Calmucs, 
they were, by God’s blessing, made useful to the German co onists 
living on the Wolga; and Ministers of the gospel were provided for 
most of the colonies, through their instrumenta.ity. 

The most flourishing Missions at present, sre those in Grecal-nd, 
Labrador, Antigua, St. Kitts, the Danish West India Islands, Surinam, 
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and the Cape of Good Hope; and the latest accounts give the most 
pleasing hope of success in those parts. In Jamaica, the progress of 
the Mission was for a considerable time but slow, and the prospect 
dishesrtening. Some years ogo, some of the most considerable planters 
in that islind, being convinced of the utility of the Mission, generous- 
ly undertook to provide for the support of more Missionaries, and mea- 
sures were adopted accordingly. In latter years the Lord has been 
pleased to grant more success to this Mission. 


a 


4 


The general Synods of the Brethren’s Church, appoint a board of 
Bishops and Elders, called the Elders’ Conference of the Unity, to 
superintend the concerns of the whole Church, till the next general 
Synod. This cenference is divided into Committees, one of which is 
charged with the special cre of the Brethren’s Missions. All Mission- 
aries keep up a constant correspondence with this committee, and also 
transmit to them copies of their Journals; extracts from which are 
sent to all the congreg:tions ond Missions. By these means a spirit of 
brotherly love, and a lively interest in the concerns of every Mission 
is preserved throughout the whole Church, and constant prayer and 
supplication is offered up unto the Lord, for the prosperity of His kiug- 
dom, and the spread of the gospel. The above-mentioned Committee, 
having considered and discussed the metters relating to the Missions, 
prepares proposals, but no resolutions are formed without the concur- 
rence of the whole Elders’ Conference of the Unity. In each se‘tle- 
ment, one Brother is «ppointed to have the chief c:re of the Mission, 
though he never acts without consulting his fellow-labourers, for which 
purpose he holds a conference with them once or twice in a week. 

A Society for the Furtherance of the Gospel among the Heathen, was 
instituted by the Brethren in London, as early as the year 1741, for 
the more effectual assistance of said committee, in caring for those 
Missionaries who might pass through London to their several posts. 
This Society was renewed in 1766, and took the whole charge of the 
Mission on the Co. st of Labrador upon themselves; besides continuing 
to assist the other Missions, as much as lies in their power, especially 
those in the British dominions. As no regular communication is kept 
up with the Coast of Labrador by Government, a small vessel is em- 
ployed to convey the necessaries of life to the Missionaries once a year; 
and here we cannot help observing with thanks to God, that fifty years 
have now elapsed, during which, by His gracious preservation, mo dis- 
aster has bef !en the vessel, so as to interrupt a regular annual commu- 
nicition: though, on account of the ice and rocks, the navigation be- 
tween the settlements is of the most dangerous kind. 

In Amsterd:.m » Society for the Propagation of the Gospel was estab- 
lished by the Brethren in 1746; and renewed in 1793, at Zeist near Ut- 
recht. ‘This Society was to take particular charge of the Mission at the 
Cape of Good Hope. The Brethren in North America established a 
Sociely for propagating the Gospel among the Heathen, in the year 1787, 
which has been incorporsted, ond assists in providing for the Missions 
among the Indians. ‘These three Societies do all in their pewer to as- 
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sist in supporting the great and accumulated burthens of the above- 
mentioned Committee; and God has prospered their exertions. But 
they have no authority to begin new Missions, or to send out Mission- 
aries, which, by the Synods, is vested solely in the Elders’ Conference 


of the Unity. 


—<— 


The internal regulations of the Missionary Settlements of the United 
Brethren are the same in every country. ‘The Gospel is preached to 
all Heathen, to whom the Missionaries can gain access, and every one 
is invited to be reconciled to God, through the atonement made by Je- 
sus Christ. Besides the public testimony of the Gospel, the Mission- 
aries are diligently employed in visiting, and conversing with the Hea- 
then in their dwellings. If any are awakened to a sense of their spiri- 
tual depravity, and of their want of a Saviour, and come to the Mission- 
aries for further instruction, giving in their names, they are called Vew 
Applicants, and special attention is paid to them. If they continue in 
their earnest desire to be saved from the power of sin, and to be intro- 
duced into the Christian Church by holy baptism, they are considered 
as Candidates for Baptism, and after previous instruction, and a conve- 
nient time of probation are baptized. If they then prove by their walk 
and conversation that they have not received the grace of God in vain, 
they are received as approved members of the Congregation; and when 
they desire to be admitted to the Holy Communion, they are first per- 
mitted to be once present, as spectators, and then considered as Candi- 
dates for the Communion. After some time, they are confirmed and ad- 
mitted as Communicants. All of these classes have separate meetings, 
in which they are exhorted to make their calling and election sure, and 
instructed in all things relating to a godly life. Separate meetings are 
also held with other divisions of the congregation: with the children, 
the single men, the single women, the married people, the widowers, 
and the widows, in which the admonitions and precepts, given in the 
Holy Scriptures for each state of life, a:‘e inculeated. The baptized 
and communicants come at stated seasons to converse individually with 
the Missionaries, the men with the Missionary himself, and the women 
with his wife, by which a more perfect knowledge of the congregation 
is obtained, and an opportunity given for special advice, 

As the Brethren lay a great stress upon knowing the state of every 
individual belonging to their congregations, it would be impossible for 
the Missionaries to do their duty in any manner satisfactory to themselves, 
in large Missions, unless Assistants were found among the converts, 
whose exemplary walk and good understanding have made them re- 
spected by the whole congregation. These are chosen from among 
both sexes, and have particular districts assigned them, in which they 
visit the people, in their houses or huts, attend to the sick and infirm, 
preserve order, endeavour to remove dissensions, and promote harmo- 
ny among the flock. These Assistants meet the Missionaries in con- 
ference at stated times, at least once a month, and report on the state 
of the congregation. The Missionaries are thereby enabled to know, 

& 
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whether their people walk in conformity to the rules of the Gospel, and 
where their personal aid may be most essential. In some Missions, the 
Assistants are also employed occasionally to address the congregation 
On a week-day, but not to preach in public, and a special blessing has 
attended their simple testimony. Other persons of good character, 
and exemplary conversation are used as Servants in the chapel, and 
meet also in conference, to consult on subjects, belonging to outward 
order in the congregation. At stated times, in some Missions, a Coun- 
cil is held with a number of the most respectable inhabitants, chosen by 
the congregation, in which all things relating to the welfare of the 
settlement come under consideration. 

As to external regulations, they cannot in all places be exactly uni- 
form. Among free Heathen, Settlements, like those of the Brethren in 
Europe and the United States, are more easily formed; but among 
slaves, this is impracticable. Yet every thing that tends to promote 
good order, and prevent injury, is every where inculcated, and the dis- 
cipline of the Church uniformly exercised. A free man ora slave, who 
acts contrary to the moral precepts contained in the bible, is excluded 
either from the Lord’s Supper, or the meetings of the baptized, or 
even, in certain cases, from all fellowship with the congregation; for 
no situation or prevalency of custom can sanction a pretext for any 
kind of disobedience to the rule of Christ. Such are not re-admitted, 
until they have given satisfactory proofs of true repentance. Schools 
are established in all the Brethren’s settlements among free heathen, 
as in Greenland, Labrador, among the Indians in North America, and 
among the Hottentots. ‘Though in the West India Islands this is not 
generally practicable, the children not being under the immediate con- 
troul of the parents; yet, by permission of some planters, attention has 
been paid to their instruction in reading, and Sunday Schools have been 
instituted in the island of Antigua. For the use of the Schools, spel- 
ling-books, a catechism, or summary of Christian Doctrine, and hymn- 
books, are printed in the Greenland, Esquimaux, Delaware, and Creol 
languages; and, by the liberality of the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety, the four Gospels, the Acts of the Apostles, and the Epistles, were 
printed for the use of the Brethren’s Missions in Labrador; a harmony 
of the Four Evangelists, in use in the Brethren’s Church, is also print- 
ed in the Greenland and Esquimaux languages; the Epistles of St. 
John have been printed in the Delaware language by the American 
Bible “ociety, and a Harmony of the four Gospels, in the same language, 
by the Female Missionary Society at Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. Other 
parts of the Scriptures, translated into different tongues, but yet only 
in Manuscript, are in constant use. In all the Brethren’s settlements, 
the congregations meet daily, either in the morning or evening, for so- 
cial worship; and on Sundays, the Missionaries are employed from 
break of day till dark, in preaching, meeting the different divisions of 
the congregations, and attending to their own people, or to heathen 
visitors under concern for their salvation. Nor can they be said to be 
less engaged in spiritual duties on the week-days; as visiting the sick, 
or such who cannot attend them on Sundays, employs a great part of 
their time. 





OF THE UNITED BRETHREN. li 


The Missions of the Brethren are supported by the voluntary con- 
tributions of the members of the Church, and of other friends, who 
have become acquainted with our institutions. It would be impossible 
to maintain so large an establishment, were it not for the generous 
support of friends in other denominations; the congregations of the 
Brethren being but few in number, and the greater part of the poorer 
class. Without the greatest economy, used both by the Brethren at 
home, who care for the Missions, and by the Missionaries abroad, the 
sums subscribed or contributed, would fall far short of the expenditure. 
The expense of the Brethren’s Missions has greatly increased. The 
number of Missionaries in active service, is about 160; and of widows, 
children, and aged and infirm Missionaries, who have spent their 
strength in the service, there are at present upwards of 140, for whom 
the Committee is bound to provide. When the expenses attending 
journies and voyages, building and repairs of churches and dwellings, 
unforeseen occurrences, &c. are taken into considération, the sum ex- 
pended is comparatively small; though large, when compared with the 
number and abilities of the contributors. The consequences of the 
late war have not only had a very considerable influence upon the cur- 
rent expenses, but occasioned a great diminution in the receipts of con- 
tributions and subscriptions, through the disasters which have befallen 
the Brethren’s settlements in Holand and Germany. The Brethren 
are therefore the more thankful to God, that He inclines the hearts of 
many, who have become acquainted with their Missions, to assist in 
their support. From the beginning, they sought to put all their Mis- 
sions upon such a footing, that the expenses might be lessened, and 
thus the practicability of extending them become greater. This, by 
the blessing of God, has, in some instances, succeeded, especially in 
the Danish West India Islands, in Surinam, and at the Cape of Good 
Hope, through the zeal and diligence of some Brethren, who went out 
to serve these Missions, by the work of their hands; and, in their 
various occupations, earned so much as to be able to contribute con- 
siderably towards their support: but circumstances will not admit of 
this method in every place. The vessel, annually sent to the coast of 
Labrador, to convey provisions, and keep up a communication with 
the Missionaries, returns with skins, bone, and oil, the sale of which, 
of late years, has nearly covered the expenses of the voyage. The 
Missionaries receive no stated salaries, but a list of necessaries is sent 
from each place annually to the Brethren appointed to care for the 
Missions, and after revision and approbation, the articles wanted are 
procured and sent. For the children and widows, and for Missiona- 
ries retired from service, provision is made, in the best way the Com- 
mittee are enabled to fulfil this obligation. 

Of late years, sever:] Associations have been formed in the Bre- 
thren’s congregations, in aid of the Missions, chiefly by Sisters, in 
conjunction with their female friends in other denominations. They 
have been blessed by the Lord in their benevolent exertions, and as- 
sisted the cause by considerable contributions. Particular thanks are 
likewise due to the Associations formed at Glasgow, London, Edin- 
burg, and other places, by friends not belonging to our Church, whose 





12 ON THE MISSIONS 


liberality, embracing all attempts to spread the Gospel among the 
heathen, made them consider the Brethren’s Missions as demanding 
their particular assistance, in their present impoverished state. Though 
actively engaged in every good work, to promote the cause of God in 
their own connexions, they have of late years most generously stepped 
in for our relief. Without this assistance we should have been utterly 
unable to continue our exertions. 

The Brethren have by long experience found, that “ the Word of 
“‘ the Cross is the Power of God unto Salvation to every one that 
“ believeth!” They therefore immediately preach Christ and Him 
crucified, sowing the word in tears, with patience and in faith, knowing 
that they shall hereafter reap with joy. But there is no part of the 
doctrine of our Saviour and his Apostles, which the Missionaries do 
not gradually endeavour to inculcate, both before and after baptism, 
and through the mercy and power of God, the most blessed effects 
have attended their labours, and have become conspicuous in the lives 
and conversution of most of their converts. 

But who is sufficient for these things? Truly not man, no not the 
wisest, best, and most zealous of men. Our sufficiency is of God, to 
whom be aii the glory for ever and ever! 


———s 


STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS §& DISBURSEMENTS 


BY THE COMMITTEE, 


Appointed for the Management of the general concerns of the United Breth- 
ren’s Missions, for the year 1820. 
THE RECEIPTS WERE AS FOLLOWS:— 
Half-yearly collections in the Brethren’s settlements, 
Contributions from membersand friends of the Church, 
not resident in the settlements, - - - - - - - 2953 62 
Extraordinary donations, chiefly from Great Britain, - 20241 52 


Legacies, - - == -+ 2+ =8©= 2+ 2+ ee = 2 © © 4099 20 
By course of Exchange, - - - - - - - - 29 14 


33559 30 
More expended than received, - - - - + = = 10446 15 


$44005 45 


THE DISBURSEMENTS WERE—ON ACCOUNT OF 
Greenland, <e - - $1934 33 
South America, - 736 63 
Barbadoes, - - 1617 07 
St. Kitts, - - 9816 61 
Antigua, - - 6152 77 
Jamaica, - - - 4029 64 
Labrador, - - - - - « 426 67 
Danish West India Islands, ——— 
North American Indian Mission, 1510 35 
South Africa, bos ‘eye 4552 44 
Calmuc Mission, “es = - 377 99 


$31154 56 
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Carried forward, + - - - ie « $31154 50 
Agents’ and book-keeper’s slates, house- rent, copy- 

ing, stationary, ke. - - 1091 91 
Postage of letters, parcels, Ke. CtS SiS © Wie, a 441 66 
Interests on annuities, &c. more paid than received, - 1219 73 

Pensions to aged and infirm Missionaries, viz : 

Eighteen married pair, nine brethren, 

and thirty-one widows, - - - - = + 4906 80 
Seventy children of Missionaries, in 

different schools, - - - - - - - = 4418 77 


Journies undertaken in behalf ofthe Missions, - - - 
Contributions towards the support of aged Missionaries, 
who are still employed in different European con- 
gregations,- - - - +--+ +7 s+ = 


GFNERAL STATEMENT AT THE CLOSE oF 1820. 
Arrears due at the close of 1819, - - - $6263 87 
Received from the Danish West India 

islands, - - - - = = « = = = = 93499 20 


2764 67 
Arrears contracted in 1820, as above, 10446 15 


13210 82 
Sundries refunded, - - - 


Extinct annuities, - - - 


Actual deficiency at the close of 1820, 


———————— 


Letter of the Committee, accompanying the annexed Statement, addressed 
to the Congregations of the United Brethren. 


DEAR BRETHREN, 


We present you with a Statement of the Receipts and Dis- 
bursements for the Missions of our Church among the Heathen, in the 
year 1820; from which it appears, that the expenditure in that year 
amounted to $44,005 45. 

This sum exceeds the expenses of any preceding year; which has 
been occasioned principally by the building of a new church at 
Bethesda, in St. Kitts, and the re-establishment of the Missionary set- 
tlement at Enon, in South Africa. Long journies and voyages had 
also to be undertaken to and from various ‘iissions; the number of 
superannuated and infirm missionaries to be provided for, has increased 
to seventy-six, and that of the children of missionuries in our schools, 
to seventy. The receipts during the year 1820, amounted to the 
considerable sum of $33,559 30; ‘leaving, however, a deficiency of 
$10,446 15; which being added to so much of the balance due at the 


close of 1819, as had not yet been paid off, makes our present debt 
$12,715 18. 
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Although, by reason of this heavy burden on our missions, we can- 
not but feel much concerned, how to provide for the necessities of this 
great work among the Heathen, which our Lord has committed to the 
Church of the Brethren, and which every year becomes more exten- 
sive; yet He will not suffer our faith to fail, but enable us cheerfully 
and confidently to trust in Him, who has, from the beginning, charac- 
terized the labours of our Church among the heathen, as a work of 
faith. Let us encour.ge one another with respect to the future, by con- 
tinual prayer and supplication to the Saviour of the world, and by the 
most active co-operation to the utmost of our little ability! And this so 
much the more, as the missionary zeal, which is now so widely diffused 
among the Protestant Churches, loudly calls upon us, not to be behind 
our fellow Christians in doing our part! 

We again thankfully acknowledge the important assistance received, 
in particular through the indefatigable exertions of the London Associa- 
tion in aid of the Missions of the United Brethren, which took its rise in 
December, 1817, among Friends of Missions, in no o her respect con- 
nected with our Church; and also from the Female Association there for 
the same object, formed in 1820 These Associations are now joined 
by one lately established at Edinburg, in Scotland. 

It is our wish and prayer, that these, and al] other Patrons of our 
Missions, may enjoy the richest blessings from the Lord, who Himself 
prompts them to take an interest in the furtherance of the Kingdom of 
his Grace among heathen nations. 

Respecting the internal state of our missions during the year 1820, 
we have from time to time communicated the latest interesting ac- 
counts; from which it is apparent, that the greater part of our congre- 
gations gathered from among the Heathen, have continued to increase, 
both in numbers and in grace. The awakening of souls unto spiritual 
life, through the preaching of the cross, is remarkably displayed in 
South Africa. ‘The same has been the case uninterruptedly for many 
years past, in the island of Antigua, where a second additional estab- 
lishment is much needed. The work of God also proceeds with marked 
success in the islands of Jamaica and St. Kitts, and at other stations. 
While the Head and Saviour of His Church continues, as He has done 
hitherto, to accompany the testimony of our Missionaries, concerning 
His atonement, with demonstration of the Spirit and of power; while 
He gives them grace, in unity of spirit, in the bond of peace, and with 
humility of heart, to carry on their important work harmoniously; and 
while He favors us, by raising up brethren and sisters, who with cheer- 
ful courage, take the places of those that depart this life, or retire from 
the service:—We may rest assured, that blessings will attend this 
work, “ exceeding abundant, above all that we ask or think, according 
to the power that worketh in us,” 

New doors are continually opening for the messengers of peace. 
Very numerous are the calls upon us, to come to the relief of those, who 
are bound by sin and Satan, that they may obtain the glorious liberty 
of the children of God; and to convey unto those, who are still in the 
darkness of si aperstition, the saving light of the Gospel. The harvest 
truly is great, while the labourers are few; and the inadequacy of our 
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means for occupying new missionary ground, renders it impossible for 
us, to satisfy all the pressing calls received. 

Let it then, dear Brethren, above all things, be our fervent prayer 
and earnest endeavour, that the Spirit of Christ may rule freely among 
us; and that all who are joined in one covenant, as members of our 
Church, may be more and more grounded upon the merits our Saviour! 
May we ever remain a church of witnesses, to make known, both by 
word and deed, 


“ That, whoe’er believeth—in Christ’s redemption, 
“ May find free grace, and a complete exemption 
From serving sin!” 


We commend ourselves, together with the important, and in many 
respects difficult charge committed to us, to your frequent and faithful 
supplications before the Throne of Grace; and salute you most cordially 
in the spirit of brotherly love, in which we are joined by the whole El- 
ders’ Conference of the Unity, 


As your affectionate Brethren, 
J. GODFREY CUNOW, 


L. WILHADUS FABRICIUS, 
G. MARTIN SCHNEIDER. 


Berthelsdorf, near Herrnhuth 
Upper Lu satia, 3d Sept. 1821. 


Mission among the Cherokee Indians. 


Axsout twenty years have elapsed, since an attempt was made to 
impart the saving light of the gospel to the Cherokees, on a plan 
hitherto untried in the Missionary service of the Brethren’s Church, 
but imperiously imposed upon us in this case, by unavoidable circum- 
stances. During the greater part of this period, nothing could be more 
discouraging to the missionaries, nothing more hopeless and expensive, 
than these efforts. Some years ago the spirits of the missionaries were 
indeed cheered by the consoling evidence, that in one or two instan- 
ces, the seed of the word had met with good soil, where it might grow 
up and bear the fruits of righteousness. This sufficed to induce them 
to persevere in preaching to these benighted heathen, salvation through 
Jesus Christ, and to impress upon the minds of the youth committed 
to them for education, besides other useful knowledge, the divine truths 
of the gospel, patiently waiting for the time, known only to the Lord, 
when the good seed sown should begin to spring up. Yet doubts re- 
mained in the minds of many Brethren, whether the plan upon which 
this mission had of necessity been begun, and the application of our 
extremely limited means to the education of heathen youth, were such, 
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as would warrant a hope, that in His good time, the Lord would break 
forth in His glory, in a manner more than once witnessed by the 
Brethren, in their service among other heathen nations, even after as 
long a se»son of sorrowing and apparently fruitless labour. 

It is, therefore, with the most heartfelt gratitude towards that good 
and almighty Lord, who best knows how and when to give efficacy to 
the humble endeavours of His servants, that we are now, in conse- 
quence of the experience of the last few years, enabled to announce, 
that all such dqubts and misgivings are dispelled. ‘The dawn of the 
day of the Lord has of a truth appeared among the Cherokee nation, 
and the power of His Holy Spirit is signally conspicuous among them, 
in such a manner, that not only one or two rejoice in the light im- 
parted to them, but thet numbers, among whem are several, who 
heretofore showed puarticulir enmity to the Word of the Cross, now 
experience its salutary effects, and come and ask what they must do to 
be saved. What renders this cheering intelligence the more remark- 
able is, that we have clear evidences, that the undaunted perseve- 
rance of the missionaries, and the unwearied pains, bestowed by them 
on the education of the heathen children, have proved the principal 
means, in the hands of the Lord, to bring about this surprising altera- 
tion,-and ‘to prepare the Cherokee nation for this visitation of grace. 
The attention of the Cherokees has thereby been almost universally 
attracted, and thence has arisen that uncommon, and among Indians, 
very unusual thirst for something better and greater than their fathers 
knew, which at present so strikingly pervades this nation, ‘The assist- 
ance afforded us by the Government of the United States has also 
created various facilities. 

Owing to prospects so encouraging, and in conformity with the re- 
peated desire of Brother Gambold, at Spring-place, the Provincial Con- 
ference at Salem, North Carolina, commissioned Brother Abraham 
Steiner to visit the mission there in the autumn of 1819, in order to ob- 
tain a thorough knowledge of the state of things, and to report to the 
Conference upon it. Accordingly he went thither, and returned to us 
some time in December, full of thanksgiving for the wonderful change 
which he found wrought in the hearts of many individuals, whom he 
had known as decided enemies of the gospel when he formerly labored 
among them. His circumstantial report did not fail to impart to us the 
most grateful sensations towards the Lord our Saviour, and to fill our 
hearts with confidence, as to the future prospects of this Mission. 

We may easily suppose what encouragement this change of affairs 
gave to Brother Gambold and his wife, when we consider how long they 
had laboured, apparently in vain, sowing in tears. Although they more 
and more experienced the infirmities of advanced age, they felt as if 
anew called upon to persevere in the work committed to them, and 
cheerfully devoted their remaining strength to the service of a nation, 
enteared to them by so many ties, and by whom they were so highly 
beloved and respected. The more, however, the field of labour ex- 
tended, and the more lively their convictions were, that the harvest of 
the Lord was ripening, the greater was their solicitude, that proper and 
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sufficient Labourers might be found to assist in gathering it in. Bro- 
ther John R. Schmidt, heretofore an assistant missionary at New-Fair- 
field, in Upper Canada, accordingly received and accepted a call to 
Spring-place, in consequence of which he repaired to Salem, and ha- 
ving married a Sister there, they prepared with all expedition to pro- 
ceed to the place of their destination. 

It having appeared, by Brother Steiner’s report, that a part of the 
Cherokee country, called Oochgeelogy, about thirty miles from Spring- 
place, was more particularly the seat of that memorable awakening 
among the heathen, which filled us with such grateful hopes, and that 
a considerable number of those who had of late been admitted mem- 
bers of the church by baptism, resided within short distances from 
that place, the conference came to the resolution, to cause one or the 
other of the missionaries to remove thither, and to endeavour to estab- 
lish a new missionary station. The same situation being likewise 
the centra! point of the national government of the Cherokees, our 
respected Brother Charles Renatus Hicks, the Chief of the greatest 
influence in the nation, was preparing to go and reside in that neigh- 
bourhood. During Brother Steiner’s visit, he had an opportunity 
of being present at the first grand council held there, and was desired 
by the Chiefs solemnly to dedicate the new Council-house, before 
they met, by delivering a sermon, and offering up prayers to God for 
his blessing. The Cherokee nation has, by the zealous exertions of 
the Government, powerfully aided by the influence of its agent for the 
Cherokees, Colonel Meigs, who from the beginning approved himself a 
sincere friend of our Mission, made very considerable advances in 
civilization, and has of late formed its internal government, and the 
whole management of its public business on a new plan, adapted to 
this advancement. The English language has been adopted as the 
official one, in which the national records are kept, and is universally 
gaining ground among the nation. Not a few individuals, and those 
of influence, have altogether discarded the Indian language and customs. 
Many of the more respectable have quitted hunting entirely, and be- 
come agriculturists. A considerable number are men of much property, 
and brother Steiner described their way of life as differing but little 
from that of our substantial planters. All the Chiefs, and more espe- 
cially the younger among them, zealously espouse the cause of civili- 
gation and instruction, for which a thirst has become nearly universal. 
They at the same time greatly favour missionary and school-establish- 
ments, which enjoy in an eminent degree the confidence and esteem of 
the nation. 

In consequence of the resolution of the President of the United 
States, to devote the annual sum, lately put at his disposal by Congress, 
for the purpose of advancing Indian civilization, chiefly in aid of those 
societies and individuals, who have, of their own accord, and with their 
own means, already undertaken the benevolent work, the Secretary of 
the war department at Washington, addressed a letter to Brother Gam- 
bold, requesting the necessary information concerning the school at 
Spring-Place, its plan, and its wants, in order to be enabled to judge, 
what sum he could afford to-bestow annually on this establishment 
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from the above-mentioned provision. Brother Gambold enclosed his 
answer to us, referring the Secretary to the Directors for a fuller state- 
ment. Accordingly we transmitted it to that department, accompanied 
by a succinct exposition of the Brethren’s missions in general, and our 
plan among the Cherokees in pariicular. In a short time we were 
gratified by an answer in the most friendly terms, announcing to us a 
yearly allowance of 250 dollars to commence immediately, with a pro- 
mise of paying two-thirds of all building expenses which may become 
necessary, and a prospect of future augmentation of this allowance, not- 
withstanding we had duly apprized him of the circumstances, which 
render it impossible to give our establishment an extension, any way 
equal to other exertions in the same cause. This unlooked-for assist- 
ance was a very timely one under existing circumstances, and claims 
our most grateful acknowledgments. 

Besides the school-establishment so intimately connected with this 
mission, the blessed fruits of which, even during the time of apparent 
sterility, now become more and more evident, the peculiar circumstan- 
ces of the Cherokee nation, which otherwise greatly favour the intro- 
duction of the gospel, necessarily demand a way of conducting this 
mission, considerably different from other missions of the Brethren. All 
the individuals who have become impressed with a real concern for 
their salvation, live scattered on their considerable and valuable plan- 
tations, and are employed in their cultivation. It is therefore imprac- 
ticoble to cause them to live together in a missionary settlement. If, 
on the one hand, the labour of the missionary is thereby rendered more 
difficult, on the other, all the evils inseparable from Indians living to- 
gether in towns are avoided. At present, only that portion of the Che- 
rokee nation, which is confessedly the most indigent and degraded, 
continues to live in towns. The greater and more respectable part 
live on their plantations, and thus acquire those habits of industry and 
sobriety, which are uniformly counteracted by their congregating to- 
gether. Hence it has become a principle of sound policy in the go- 
vernment of the United States, to employ «ll its influence to wean them 
from that habit, and to encourage the plantation system. The most 
beneficial consequences have already resulted from it. Much will 
therefore in future depend upon the visits of the missionaries in the 
dispersed families, and this will become the chief means of discharging 
their duties to the new converts. Brother Gambold remarked zs a cir- 
cumstance uncommonly favourable, that so great a portion of those 
who have already become believers, consists of mothers of families, 
because these, according to the manners of the Cherokees, exercise 
the principal influence on all the other members of a family, both as to 
external arrangement, and their way of thinking. Most striking re- 
sults have already become apparent, giving well-founded hopes of an 
important advancement in the work of the Lord among this nation. 

Respecting this divine work in the hearts of those, whom the Spirit 
of God had awakened during the above period, the verbal communica- 
tions of Brother Steiner, and the Jetters of Brother Gambold, assured 
us, that it was truly astonishing. and continued to spread. The grace 
of our Lord having become conspicuous even among such, as did not 
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understand English, our first baptized Brethren and Sisters, and es- 
pecially Charles and William Hicks, and Sister Crutchfield were ex- 
tremely active in imparting to them that instruction which they stood 
in need of, by indefatigable exertions in transliting the words of the 
Missionaries, and by their own experimental comments. It was edi- 
fying and pleasing to observe, how zealously they were engaged in thus 
assisting the Missionaries, both when their countrymen attended at 
Spring-Place, and when they visited each other at their homes. It 
even happened, that Mayor Ridge, a very sensible and respected Indi- 
an, although candidly confessing, that for his own part he could not yet 
resolve to devote himself to Jesus, made himself most useful, by em- 
ploying his talents and knowledge of both languages, to assist in the 
instruction of his own wife, who is become a true christian. He ex- 
pressed his joy at her conversion, and added, of his own accord, the 
warmest exhortations of perseverance in the truth she had found, ac- 
companied by a hope, that his own time would likewise come. No 
less agreeable and remarkable was the circumstance, that many of those 
who had learnt to read at Spring-Place, read diligently out of the Scrip- 
tures to those who had not had this advantage, explaining what they 
had been taught, although they themselves seemed not yet to be par- 
takers of the grace of God in their hearts. At festival seasons, and 
indeed on most Sundays, numbers, expressing their desire to know their 
Saviour, and obt:in through His merits the forgiveness of their sins, 
resorted to Spring-Place, where they were instructed as well as circum- 
stances would admit, with evident proofs of the power of the gospel. 
The missionaries testified with joy and wonder, that frequently, without 
their being conscious of having been instrumental therein, the Spirit of 
the Lord awakened souls, perhaps thro’ the reading of the Scriptures 
by a child in a family, or in some unknown way, who then came to 
them, full of eagerness to be mstructed; and it was truly astonishing 
whata degree of useful and truly christian knowledge and conviction 
had been acquired by some, notwithstanding the imperfection of the 
means of instruction. A proof of the hunger of souls for spiritual nour- 
ishment was afforded by the zeal, with which the Indians made use of 
every opportunity of hearing the Gospel, though most of them live 
thirty, forty, and more miles from Spring-Place. This was p:rticu- 
larly remarkable at such times, when the congregation approsched 
the Lord’s table, and when baptisms took place, which happened sev- 
eral times in the course of the year. On the 14th of November 1819, 
the new church was solemnly consecrated, during the time of Brother 
Steiner’s visit, when nearly all were present who had-hitherto been ad- 
mitted to the Church, or expressed a desire to become believers, be- 
sides a number of others; and the presence of the Lord was sensibly 
felt upon that occasion. Christmas and Easter were no less distin- 
guished by a powerful manifestation of the grace of God, and it was 
rem rked concerning the latter festival, that some distant converts, al- 
though they took all possible pains, and travelled more than sixty miles 
backwards and forwards to inform themselves, missed the time, be- 
cause they could not meet with any one, even among those that were 
able to read, who understood the numerical figures, which rendered 
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both almanacs and text-books* useless in this respect. The letters, 
which Brother Hicks and Sister Crutchfield wrote to us, from time to 
time, bore testimony to their growth in grace and knowledge, and to 
their gratitude for the benefits conferred on them. 

In the course of a year, nine persons were added to the Church by 
baptism, so that our little flock of believers now consisted of fourteen 
persons, besides those, in whose hearts there was an evident work of 
the Holy Spirit. 


(To BE CONTINUED.) 


————— EEE 


From the latest Reports of the Elders’ Conference of the Unity, for July, 
August, and September, 1821. 


—_— 


CALMUC MISSION. 


Tue latest Journal of our three Brethren among the Calmucs, men- 
tions the departure of a native female, who expired, calling upon the 
name of the Lord, (in her language, “‘ the Most High,”) and at her 
husband’s request, was interred by our Brethren with the rites of Chris- 
tian burial. Although she was not baptized, she may be regarded as 
the first fruits of the Calmuc tribe. The funeral service was distin- 
guished by a comfortable sense of the Divine presence, and a blessed 
impression was made on the survivors, whereof they gave encouraging 
evidence in the sequel. Later accounts, however, state, that the Chief 
of the Horde, among whom our Brethren lived, seemed disposed to toler- 
ate the Missionaries no longer. 


—— 


GREENLAND. 


Tue latest accounts were dated July 16th and 17th, 1821. The win- 
ter had been moderate, and but few seals were taken; in so much, that 
our Greenlanders were short of oil for their lamps; yet, they did not suf- 
fer for want of provisions, as they had a plentiful supply of fish. Our 
Missionaries, at the date of the letters, were all in the enjoyment ofhealth. 
Brother John Frederic Gorke, had been appointed by the Elders’ Con- 
ference of the Unity. to superintend the general concerns of our three 
Greenland congregations. The internal state of those at Lichtenfels 
aud Lichtenau, was favourable, and several individuals were led by 


* A selection of texts for every day in the year, is annually printed for the 
use of the Brethren’s Congregations. 
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particular circumstances, to advance in self-knowledge, which caused 
them to follow after sanctification with more earnestness than before. 
At the close of 1820, the Congregation at Lichtenfels consisted of 331, 
and that at Lichtenau of 588 souls. At the latter place, 13 adults from 
among the heathen had been baptized in the course of the past winter. 
Brother Kleinschnidt’s translation of the New Testament into the 
Greenland tongue, had been forwarded to the British and Foreign Bi- 
ble Society, in order to be printed at their expense. 

In compliance with the wishes of the Elders’ Conference, a voyage had 
been undertaken by Brother Kleinschmidt, to explore the Southern part 
of Greenland, in company with the three native assistants, Benjamin, 
Shem and Frederic, in two large Greenland boats. They not only 
proceeded as far as Staatenhook, but a day’s journey farther around on 
the eastern coast of Greenland, being absent from the 3d to the 16th of 
July. They every where met with numbers of Heathen, who received 
them with acclamations of joy, and seemed scarce able to contain them- 
selves, in hopes of seeing Christian teachers settle among them. On 
one occasion, Brother Kleinschmidt had upwards of 300 hearers, who 
listened in deep silence and with great attention, while he announced 
the Redeemer of sinners and Saviour of the world. The Heathen 
population about Staatenhook may well be estimated at 500. The 
place, where the majority dwell, is called Narksamio, implying a level 
country. In these parts, the sea never closes up with ice, and the na- 
tives may procure subsistence both summer and winter. From Lich- 
tenau, this place is distint three days’ journeys. Between Lichtenau 
and Staatenhook 40 or 50 miles from the latter, is situated the southern 
Danish factory, Nennortelic, which derives its supplies from the colo- 
ny at Julianenhaab. A more detailed account of this voyage cannot 
be expected before another year; the above particulars were mention- 
ed in anticipation, by Brother Kleinschmidt, immediately after his re- 
turn. He concludes his letter in tuese words: “ May it please the 
Lord, to remove all obstacles; and may his tabernacle soon be seen to 
rise at Staatenhook also!” 


a _ 


SOUTH AMERICA. 


A Lerrer from Paramaribo, states, that the Lord continues to bless 
the word of his patience, unto the establishment and growth of the Negro 
Congregation. During the Passion Week, the Church could not con- 
tain near all their numerous hearers; and on Easter-Mond.y, four chil- 
dren and three adults were baptized, in presence of a great multitude. 
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JAMAICA. 


Lerrers received from the Brethren in Jamaica, state, that at New 
Eden the celebration of the Passion and Easter Season was peculiarly 
blest. On Easter morning, the concourse of people, who were atten- 
tive hearers, was extraordinary. On this day, 18 persons were bap- 
tized, and 7 received as members of the congregation. From Exster 
1820 to 1821, there had been baptized and admitted, 119 adults, and 41 
children; 26 persons were added to the communicants. The blacks 
attending there, look so cheerful and happy, that none would suspect 
them to be slaves; so much do they rejoice in being delivered from the 
slavery of sin. At Carmel the blacks from the May-bay mountains, 
altho’ they come from a considerable distance, continue to attend fre- 
quently. On the 24th of June, a coloured Sister was baptized, another 


admitted to the Congregation, and 27 persons were added to the candi- 
dates for Baptism. 


Extract of a letter from Brother Frederic William Sautter, Missionary 
at St. Johns, ANTIG UA, dated October 1, 1821. 


Yesterday we celebrated a solemn festival with 490 regular couples, 
and 96 married individual's, with whom we had conversed separately, 
in the course of the two preceding weeks. They entered the Church 


in due order, and the place was entirely filled. We may safely say, 
the influence of the spirit of grace was felt among us, and many tears 
of contrition, thankfulness, and love were shed, especially during pray- 
ers. It is truly adorable, to see such a flock, gathered from among 
the heathen, standing before the Lord, and rejoicing in their blessed 
calling. However imperfect and deficient may be the state of things, 
it is a miracle of grace, to behold these poor creatures, who have 
grown up in sin, and all the corruption of nature, surrendering them- 
selves to the Lord, who bought them with his blood, and pressing to- 
wards the mark, in the way of truth and faith. 

We are at present engaged, in erecting our establishment in the 
Valley; but as we have no time to spare, for superintending the work 
in person, it proceeds but slowly. 

Twelve carpenters are at work on the church, to the Windward, on 
Cochran’s Estate,, The latter place has received the name of Mount 
Joy, and the former, that of Cedar Hall. We anxiously look for as- 
sistance, which we expect, by Divine permission, to obtain before the 
close of the year, as five new Missionaries are on their voyage hither. 

Previous to the last prayer-day, we conversed with 1245 men, and 
1296 women, all new applicants and candidates for baptism. Of this 
number, 26 were baptized; 46 were added to the congregation; and 15 
re-admitte: ;—87 persons became candidates for baptism and admission. 
It may well be conceived, that it is impossible for us, to attend to so 
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numerous a congregation, scattered over more than 80 different estates, 
as particularly as we conld wish. But we confidently commit them to 
the Great Shepherd and Bishop of Souls, while we do as much as time 
and strength may admit. 

The night from the 9th to the 10th of Sept. was an anxious time with 
us; a tremendous hurricane threatening all with destruction. Every 
moment, it appeared as if our house would be swept away, as it crack- 
ed in a terrific manner, and the water poured in from every side, al- 
though doors aud window-shutters were well secured. We sought 
shelter in our low cellar, as long as that seemed to afford any; at length 
we ventured to seek refuge in Brother Ellis’ house, where Brother 
Richter had likewise fled, as this dwelling was in some measure pro- 
tected by the Church. At break of day, the wind abated, and how 
thankful were we to the Lord,whohad in mercy prevented greater 
evil. All fences, spouts, &c. in the city, trees and walls were thrown 
down; several houses prostrated, and others moved out of their place. 
In the country, neurly all the negro huts were unroofed, and much 
damage was done to sugar-houses and mills. Yet, thanks be to God, 
no lives had been lost. 


nti pene 


Extract of aletter from Brother John Gambold, Missionary at Oochgeelogy, 
among the CHEROKEES, dated 


Sprine-Piacez, October 19, 1821. 


Most of my little flock came here with me, last Saturday, to be pre- 
sent at the Baptism of our Brother Charles Renutus Hick’s wife, the 
first adult of this nation, whom Brother Schmidt hs been favoured to 
baptize. The powerful feeling of the presence of God on this occasion, 
encourages us to hope, that the Father, the Word and the Spirit bear 
record of this act in heaven. According to a wish, my late dear part- 
ner had sometimes expressed, to give her.revered muther’s name to an 
Indian Sister, this person was called Anna Felicia, So you see, the 
Holy Spirit is still continuing to draw souls to Jesus; the work goes on 
but slowly indeed, yet it is going on; and, what is particularly remark- 
able, the awakening, we perceive, comprises chiefly mothers of fami- 
lies, on whom, according to Indian custom, rests the strength of the 
family, and whose influence on the children is nearly exclusive, as the 
father is hardly accounted a relative. The conversion of a mother is 
therefore of great moment, and, «s fxr as human instrumentality is con 
cerned, ofte of the best means for drawing in the children, 

At Oochgeelogy, where I have resided since the 13th of April, two 
baptized Sisters have since beer admitted to the Lord’s table; and the 
new born babe of one of them, has been dedicated to his Redeemer 
Jesus, in baptism. There, as well as here, are some more souls, con- 
cerned for their salvation; so that we have ground to hope, the good 
Shepherd will gather more snd more into his fold—My Cherokee 
Brethren and Sisters show much affection to me, and ardently wish my 
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hands may soon be strengthened by more assistants, that their children 
may receive instruction. © help us to pray, that the Lord would send 
more labourers into his harvest. 


a 


Extract of a letter from Brother John Renatus Schmidt, Missionary at 
Spring-Place, CHEROKEE NATION, dated 


‘ December 10, 1821. 


You have probably learnt before now, that was favoured, on the 
14th of October, to baptize sister Nancy Hicks, wife of our brother 
Charles Renatus Hicks, under a lively sense of the gracious presence 
of our Lord. Our school increased greatly, in the course of the 
summer; we now have 19 children, 16 boys and 8 girls, all of whom 
are hopeful subjects. On the Lord’s day, and the festivals of the 
Church, I frequently have quite a respectable number of hearers, In- 
dians, half-breeds, blacks, and sometimes whites. I cherish the fond 
hope, that our Divine Master will cause the seed, here sown in weak- 
ness, to spring up in his own good tiwe, and bear much fruit. 

I must now, in compliance with your request, give you some partic- 
ulars concerning the latter end of our late much esteemed fellow la- 
bourer, Sister Gambold, which, tho’ late, I hope will yet be acceptable. 
On the 21st of January, in the night, she was taken with a painful op- 
pression on her breast; means were immediately used, to afford her re- 
lief, and at first with apparent success. But the distressing symptoms 
returned, and in a few days her strength seemed to sink unter their 
violence. Her mind, however, continued calm and serene, and she 
persevered in attending to her duties, and to those who came to see 
us. On the 4th of February she received five letters from some of 
her former pupils at Bethlehem, who all expressed their gratitude for 
the impressions of early piety, they had there imbibed. The same 
day, she partook with us, of the holy communion. We could not pre- 
vail upon ourselves to believe, that this should have been the last time. 
Whether she had such a presentiment, I know not, for she said noth- 
ing. It was evident, however, that she was perfectly resigned to the 
will of her Lord; and the peace of God, which filled her soul, was ap- 
parent to all around her. On the 11th, being my birth-day, she re- 
joiced with me, in my happy lot, to preach the gospel to the poor In- 
dians, and solemnly committed ber pupils to my care, as her successor 
in the school. This scene I shall never forget. On the 18th, the 
weather being fine, she once more walked into the garden, and seemed 
to take pleasure, in seeing the flowers, that were beginning to spring 
up. The next day, the 19th, she still conversed in a cordial manner, 
with such as came on a visit, and charged 'The Ridge ‘an Indian Chief) 
to remember her affectionately to her dear people at Oochgeelogy, ad- 
ding, that, weak as she was, it was still her desire, to go there, if it 
pleased the Lord:—for, she loved them tenderly. Upon the whole, 
she seemed remarkably cheerful, and as the oppression on her breast 
did not return, she even expressed some expectation of being restored. 
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At noon, she partook of some food, with apparent relish; but shortly 
after, the symptoms of her disease again appeared, with more than 
former violence. She was now heard to exclaim repeatedly, in her suf- 
ferings: ‘‘ O my dear Saviour; come to my relief; thou only canst re- 
lieve me; for thou art the Lord our physician! ‘Thou seest my dis- 
tress; thou knowest my weakness—O help me!”—Her prayer was heard. 
The Lord came to her deliverance from every trouble. As soon as the 
paroxysm was over, it was evident, that her best friend had beckoned her 
away, and she sweetly resigned her spirit into the hands of her Redeem- 
er God. Her dear husband, in a fervent prayer, with many tears, com- 
mitied her departing soul to Jesus. ‘Thus expired this faithful hand- 
maid of the Lord, who had often said: “ Let my name he forgotten on 
earth, if it be but written in Heaven!**—Her works do follow her, and 
her remembrance will long be cherished by many followers of the Lamb, 
especially by her dear Indians, who weep over their loss. On the 22d 
(February) her remains were solemnly committed to the silent grave. 
I preached from Rev. 7,9 --17, to an assembly of about 100 persons, 
and in a fervent prayer, returned thanks to the Lord, for the distin- 
guished blessings, wherewith He had crowned the labors of his faith- 
ful handmaid; beseeching Him, to grant us grace, like her, to abide in 
Him unto the end, that, when our day of duty is past, we too may rest 
with Him from all our labors. The corpse was interred at the side of 
our departed Sister Margaret Crutchfield, the first fruits from the Che- 
rokee nation; and our dear Indians still water her lowly grave with 
tears of affection and regret. 


GREENLAND. 
1820. 


The annual reports from the three missionary settlements of the 
Brethren’s Church in Greenland, coptain very encouraging accounts 
of their continued prosperity. 

The missionaries in all the settlements enjoyed good health, and 
attended to their several duties with cheerfulness and much encoura- 
ging success. Brother Jacob Beck, however, who is now in the 
eightieth year of his age, as well as his aged wife, begins to feel the 
increasing infirmities of such an advanced stage of life. 

This venerable Brother celebrated, on the 29th of last June, the 
jubilee of his missionary labours, having on that day completed the 
fiftieth year of his abode and service in that inhospitable region, where 
he arrived June 29, 1770. He was born in Greenland, where his pa- 
rents had been long employed in the service of the Mission, received 
his education in Europe, and returned to his native country when 
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about thirty years old. With exemplary zeal and faithfulness he has 
Jaboured among his dear Greenlanders for half a century, and the 
blessing of the Lord attended him in every place. 

The state of our Greenlond congregations was in general very satis- 
factory, especially that of the communicants in each settlement. They 
were evidently growing in grace, and in the love and knowledge of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, under the influence of the Holy Spirit. The new 
Greenland hymn-book has been used with great edification, and very 
much enlivened the singing both of the congregations, and of the fami- 
lies in their dwellings. They often express their thanks for this valu- 
able present. Among the young people a genuine work of the Holy 
Spirit is perceptible, by which the missionaries have been greatly 
encouraged. 

A party of Greenlanders from the southern extremity of the country, 
about Cape Farewell, had visited the Brethren at Licutenreis. Many 
of them declared, that they were convinced of the necessity of being 
converted to Jesus, and desired earnestly that the missionaries would 
come to them, as they could not possibly think of leaving their fine country, 
and settling in such a dreary region, as that about Lichtenfels. One, 
however, among the number, a widow, was so powerfully convinced of 
the truth of the gospel, that she remained at Lichtenfels, turned with 
her whole heart unto the Lord, and was baptized on the 20th of Fe- 
bruary. This transaction made the greater impression upon the con- 
gregation, as seventeen years had elapsed, since the last baptism of an 
adult heathen, at that place, 

At NewHerrnuvt also, a single woman from among the heathen 
gave pleasing hopes of conversion, eagerly enquiring what she must do 
to be saved. 

At Licutenav, visits from heathen Greenlanders have been much 
more frequent, and the preaching of the gospel has not been without 
fruit. Seventeen adults have been baptized there within the year. 

The last winter was mild, and the people suffered neither from want 
of food, nor from any melignant disorders, At the close of the year 
1819, the congregation at Lichtenfels consisted of $25 persons; at 
Newherrnhut, of 343; and at Lichtenau, of 544. 


—>—— 


Letters from Two GREENLAND BRETHREN, expressing their 
thanks for the presents received from their Brethren and Sisters, and 
Sriends in England and Scotland. 


Translated (literally) by Brother John Conrad Kleinschmidt, Missionary. 


FROM BENJAMIN. 
“To the beloved Christian congregations dwelling in the land of 
** the English. 
* We thank you most cordially for your goodwill, and for the mercy 
** you have shown towards us poor Greenlanders, and that you, who 
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* live on the other side of the great waters, think so kindly of us. We 
‘¢ likewise thank our Saviour, that He has caused your presents to come 
‘** sife to our hands. Now, as we cannot recompense you for them, 
© we wish, that the Lord Himself may reward you in a perfect manner. 
«* We shall continually pray to Him, that what we are in debt to you, 
‘¢ He would rep.y, with rich blessings to your souls. 

‘ All the Brethren and Sisters in this congregation are very much 
« delighted with you for sending us so muny useful things, though from 
‘such a very distant country, and for considering our wants and 
‘© poverty with such compsssion. ‘They often say: O in what manner 
* shall we recompense them, since they are at such a great distance 
** from us? But as we have heard, that instead of any reward, you only 
** want to hear something of the welfare of the Greenland congrega- 
* tions, I will write the following to you:— 

** From year to year we thank our Saviour for His love and patience 
** with us in this land, and for His presence, and that He gr«nts an in- 
** crease to this congregation from amongst the heathen. On this ac- 
** count we extol Him before you, becxuse He opens the ears and hearts 
* of the heathen, and makes them desire to be united to His Church, 
** and stretches out towards them His hands, once pierced with nails. 
* We, who are assistants, rejoice greatly when we may speak to the 
** heathen of our Saviour, and as there are still many heathen in this 
* neighbourhood, we often pray to Him thus:—O make these people to 
** know, that thou wentest to death for them also; yea, grant this favour 
** to all that live here, both in the north and in the south, and to all 
* our neighbours, who do not believe on Thee; let thy blood bring 
* them nigh, as often as we teach them thy word. 

‘** Now may these our words reach your ears; and as. we are all Bre- 
* thren and Sisters in Jesus, and walking together in fellowship towards 
‘* heaven, we therefore bid you live bappy, (salute you and do not 
** cease to pray for you, requesting you to do the same for us. 

“T am, BENJAMIN.” 
Lichtenau, Feb. 14, 1820. 


FROM MAURICE. 


** Dear ENGLISHMEN, 


* Not being able myself to write, I get my dear Brother Benja- 
* min to write the following for me. 

* We are all very thankful to you, that you have acted as true Bre- 
 thren and Sisters towards us, though we are yet so deficient in love 
* to our Saviour. Yet you have remembered us, and we, therefore, 
* from gratitude of heart, commend you to the Lord Jesus, for having 
** sent us what we want for our bodies, for which we are all very thunk- 
** ful, and priy Him, that He would always in Spirit be near unto you. 
“You have shown true love towards us unworthy people, and this pro- 
“ ceeds surely from nothing else but that you love our Saviour, and 
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* are aequainted with His love to us, and what great sufferings He has 
“* endured for us also, which is the reason why we are thankful and joy- 
* ful, and make Him our only aim. May He be always present with 
‘* your spirit, and as you have sent us bodily help, so may He give unto 
‘* your souls spiritual life and every good gift, and reward you also with 
** temporal blessings. 

“* We are very thankful for all your presents, but particularly were 
“ the children delighted with the knives, and the Brethren with the iton 
‘‘ arrows, which are very useful te them, especially to the poor, who 
‘*‘ cannot pay for them at the merchant’s, With great pleasure we 
“ have in our houses spoken of you and your bounty, and rejoice that 
** you have such dispositions towards us, We pray our Saviour, that 
‘* He would never let His words depart from your minds, for they are 
“‘ indeed very sweet and pleasart, and we poor Greenlanders likewise 
“love to hear what He has done for us; and surely He deserves our 
“ thanks, that whereas we should have been in misery for ever, He has 
“ made a full atonement for us. As we are not able to thank Him suf- 
“ ficiently, we will give Him our hearts, because we know Him, and 
“that He alone is able to make men’s hearts better. You, also, be- 
“ loved friends, live and walk always in the presence of our Saviour. 


“Tam, MAURICE.” 
Lichtenau, Feb. 14, 1820. 


ACCOUNT 


Of the VOYAGE of Brother CHRISTIAN GLOECKLER with his 
wife, Sister SCHAERF, and seven Children of different Missionaries, 


from St. THOMAS to ALTONA, and of their SHIPWRECK on 
the Coast of HOLLAND. 


(TRANSLATED FROM HIS OWN NARRATIVE.) 


June 9th, 1820, I set out from St. John’s for St. Thomas, with my 
wife and our two children, Anna, four years, and Jonny, two years old, 
in reliance on the gracious help of the Lord, and arrived in the after- 


noon, with our Brethren at ewherrnhut. As the vessel, in which we 
intended to proceed to Europe, the Diana, Captain Harnes, was not 
ready to sail, we were detained here till the 24th. During this time, 
I had the favour to address large audiences of negroes in our church. 
On the 24th, we went into the town, where we had the pleasure to 
meet many negro men and women, with whom, five years ago, I had 
been acquainted at WVisky, our second settlement in this island. From 
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the latter place we were soon joined by the widow, Sister Schaerf, with 
her three sons, Daniel, six, Samuel, four, and Gustavus, two-years old. 
Brother and Sister Jung were likewise here, and entrusted to our care 
their little foster-child, Sophia Kruger, an orphon, three years old. 

In the eveniag we went on board, and on the 26th, a signal was made 
for sailing. Brother Sparmeyer and his wife had just arrived with us, 
and brough¢ their daughter Augusta, a child of five years old, to join our 
party. At nine o’clock we got under weigh, and though the wind was 
moderate, every one of us grew more or less sea-sick. We lost sight 
of St Thomas that same evening. 

As early as the 25th, our second mate was taken very ill, and in the 
night of the 28th, departed this life. On the 29th, his remains were 
committed to the deep. This was the first time I had seen a burial at 
sea, The wind having sunk into a calm, the children grew lively, and 
played very pleasantly on deck. 

July 5th, 6th, and 7th, we had heavy thunder-storms, but the calm 
continued, and the sailors succeeded in catching some very large fish. 

During the night of the 11th, my wife and our daughter, Anna, fell 
sick of a violent fever. Both felt very weak during the whole of the 
12th, but the child soon recovered. The medicine provided from the 
ship’s store, seemed, however, to produce no effect in favour of my 
wife. She suffered much during the night of the 14th, but towards 
morning became easy, had no pain, and we hoped, that the fever had 
lefther. She felt a great inclination to dose, and expected to enjoy a 
refreshing sleep at night, when the ship would be more quiet. She 
then slept soundly. On the 15th, in the morning, as I approached her 
cabin and enquired how she found herself, she smiled and said, that 
she rejoiced to know, that she should soon be at the end of her voyage. 
I replied, that the voyage would not be so soon completed, for we were 
but 250 miles from St. Thomas. Her answer was: “I know better;” 
and when I endeavoured to convince her that her hopes were too san- 
guine, she added: ‘ [ see you will not believe me, but you will find that 
I am right.” She then rose, dressed herself, looked after the linen, 
put several things in order, and dressed little Sparmeyer. She now 
called her own children, and after conversing much with Anna, clasped 
John in her arms, and kissed him often with great fervency, insomuch 
that [ could not help noticing it with some astonishment. Little did I 
apprehend, that she was then taking leave of her dear offspring, and 
that these were her parting embraces. Feeling very faint, she lay 
down on the bed again, like a weary traveller desiring rest, quite calm 
and placid, and fell into a gentle slumber, yet now and then waking 
and conversing in a very friendly manner and with a cheerful counte- 
nance concerning our abode at Emmaus, in St. John’s. No one could 
have supposed that her dissolution was so near at hand; but her merci- 
ful Lord and Redeemer, to whom she had ever cleaved under all irials 
and sickness, and in whose love and favour she placed unbounded trust, 
had precious thoughts of peace concerning her, und would take her to 
Himself in the most gentle and happy manner. About four o’clock in 
the afternoon we plainly perceived that her end was approaching. We 
sung some verses, and having offered up a prayer, more by tears than 
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words, commended her departing spirit to her God and Saviour; and 
shorily after I had pronounced the blessing, her breath ceased almost 
imperceptibly.* I was almost broken down by this unexpected and 
most painful bereavement, and now first understood her meaning, 
when she spoke of the speedy completion of the voyage. Our domes- 
tic happiness, her faithfulness in the discharge of every duty, her un- 
wearied attention to her children, and many circumstances both of a 
joyful and grievous nature which had attended us, during our service in 
the West Indies, presented themselves to my mind, and exceedinyly 
oppressed my spirit. He alone, who is able to comfort the afilicted, 
and to heal the wounded spirit, could apply consolation to my broken 
heart, and in the state of perplexity into which | was now thrown, sup- 
port my faith and confidence. I could not but give full vent to my 
tears. 

Our captain was quite astonished, when we informed him of the sud- 
den departure of my dear wife, and immediately agreed that a colin 
should be made for her. Her countenance still retained the smile of 
comfort and peace, impressed upon it when she was called into the 
everlasting presence of her heavenly friend. I sat up all night with 
the corpse, and felt those consolations which are imparted by our Sa- 
viour to all who muke Him their refuge. I wes thus sufficiently 
strengthened to make the preparations necessary for the funeral-ser- 
vice, to be performed according to the rites of ourchurch. We should 


have been glad to have kept the body longer on board, but it became 
necessury to commit it to the deep on the 16th, early. At eight o’clock 
we proceeded, with our seven children, all dressed in clean clothes, 


from the cabin to the deck. The captain, all the passengers, and the 
whole ship’s company appeared in decent clothing, ranged in two rows, 
we with the children surrounding the coffin. A suitable hymn was 
sung, after which I offered up a prayer, then read the litany for burials, 
and having pronounced the blessing, the coffin was lifted off the deck 
and let down gently into the sea. Being disengaged from the tackle, 
it rested for a minute on the smooth surface of the ocean, and then 
sank out of sight. We were in 32° 9’ north latitude, and 62- 9’ west 
longitude from Greenwich. 

During the service, one of the sailors died. He was only twenty- 
five years old, avery strong, active and clever man. He had been only 
six days ill, but suffered great pain by day and night. At the captain’s 
particular request, I performed the funeral-service, and found every 
preparation made on deck with the greatest silence and order. It was 
plainly to be perceived, by the very countenances of all present, that 


KS 


*Her maiden name was Maria Jensen. She was born July 20, 1779, at 
Groeningen, near Christiansfeld, in Holsatia; married Brother Gloeckler in 
1814, and served with him the Mission in the Danish West-India Islands most 
faithfully. It was with much hesitation that she entered upon the voyage, 
and she grieved to leave her station. On board, her mind was continually 
occupied with her Negro Sisters, among whom the Lord had blessed her la- 
bours and testimony in a distinguished manner. 
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these circumstances had produced considerable seriousness among the 
ship’s company. First, that Lutherrn hymn was sung: “ Who knows 
how soon the hour may come, when I must leave this mortal tent,” &c. af- 
ter which I offered up a prayer, commending all on board to the mercy 
of God, that we all might be prepared to meet Him, as souls reconciled 
by the blood of the cross _I then read part of our Litany, and the body 
was committed to the deep In the evening we sing several hymns, 
expressive of the happiness of the saints in bliss, particularly with refer- 
ence to my dear departed wife. 

On the 18th, Gustavus Schaerf and my little John were taken ill of 
the fever, from which, however, they recovered in a few days. Sister 
Schaerf now had the whole charge of seven children, and acquitted her- 
self of this duty with indefatiguble diligence, and most exemplary faith- 
fulness, though frequently indisposed and much fatigued. 

From the 25th to the 27th, we had con rary winds, but on the 28th, 
it changed in our favour, and we sailed forward plezsantly till the 7th of 
August, when we encountered a heavy squall, with rain. On the 9th, 
we were delighted to get sight of the English coast. On the 11th, Mr. 
Friedrichsen, one of our fellow-passengers, took leave of us, and, Jeav- 
ing part of his baggage on board, hoping to find it safe at Altona, land- 
ed and set off for London. He had been a good friend to us, and show- 
ed us much civility. I had known him three years ago in St. Croix, as 
a magistrate. 

On the 15th, we sailed between the coasts of England and France, 
and in the evening entered the north sea. The 16th was a most de- 
lightful day. We had the best wind and the brightest weather, and to 
whatever quarter we turned our eyes, we beheld the sea covered with 
vessels. In the afternoon at four o’clock a pilot came on board. All 
of us seemed to acquire new life, and our captain hoped, if the wind re- 
mained in the same quarter, to reach Cuxhaven in the evening of the 
following day. We sailed at the rate of eight or nine miles an hour. 
With delight we watched the sun set majestically, little expecting that 
before it rose agin, we shou'd be left in the most distressing situation 
that can be conceived. We supped, as usual, at half-past seven, sang 
our evening hymn, and put the children to bed; I then went on deck to 
hear the news, communicated to the company by the pilot. After ten 
o’clock we saw to the south-easta beacon. | In the British channel we 
had passed nine or ten of them.) The captain endeavoured to prevail 
on the pilot to alter his course and steer in a more northerly direction; 
but he answered with great surliness, that he should keep on. 

About eleven o’clock I retired into the cabin, and was preparing to 
go to bed. I had scarce got my cout off, when the ship struck twice 
with such vehemence, that a p»ssenger in an upper cabin opposite was 
thrown out on to the floor. I seized my coat, ran on deck, and asked 
what had happened? The captain sought to pacify me, by saying, that 
I need not be alarmed, for thit there was no danger. But now I ob- 
served, in a south-east direction, most tremendous breakers, and the 
confusion vccasioned among the ssilors grew greater every moment. 
The captain had searcely finished speaking, when the ship struck a 
third time with dreadful violence. The rudder was knocked off and 
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carried, with part of the stern, into the sea, by which a hole of a foot’s 
breadth was made in our cabin, yet so high that the water could not 
immediately rush in. The shocks now followed in quick succession. 
Fear and terror seized the whole company, and to all appearance, our 
escape by human means seemed impossible, as we were about sixteen 
miles from the shore. We cried to the Lord for mercy and help; and 
as the children had all been roused from sleep by the repetition of the 
dreadful shocks, we called upon them to unite their prayers with our’s, 
that Gop would have mercy, and save us in this extremity.—Tears 
still fill my eyes, when I recollect the simple, childlike and confident 
prayers of these little ones, by which they entreated the Lord our Sa- 
viour to help us in this hourofterror. While Sister Schaerf and my- 
self were employed in dressing them as well and expeditiously as we 
could, dreadful confusion and disorder reigned on deck, every one cry- 
ing and shouting, and no one knowing what he should do first. The 
captain ordered the men tothe pumps, and to sound the well. Shortly 
after, the first mate came down into the cabin to examine his measuring 
rod at our candle. As he was returning, I asked him what was to be 
done. He shrugged his shoulders and would not answer me. But I 
insisted on knowing the worst, as measures must be taken, if possible, 
to save-our lives; and we must know what was doing. I was not a lit- 
tle terrified, when he replied, that we had twenty-four feet water in the 
hold. We seized some of our letters and papers, and some money. I 
then took those children who stood nearest to me in my arms, and 
hastened on deck, cailing to Sister Schaerf to follow me with the rest 
as quickly as possible. ‘The sailors were now endeavouring to unship 
the long boat, which they brought safe over the ship’s side. When 
we fetched the last child out of the cabin, the water had already found 
its way into it, and we had only a moment’s time to snatch up three or 
four blankets, and to convey them into the boat. But for these, we 
should not have been able to screen our dear children from the cold 
and wet during the night, as the waves frequently struck and entered 
the boat. We now stood on deck, in anxious.expectation, not know- 
ing whether the boat could hold such a number of persons, or perhaps 
would push off and leave us behind. I called to the captain, and entreated 
him, that if there were any possibility of s«ving our lives, he should not 
forget us. He promised that he would be the last to leave the ship, and 
kept his word. As soon as the boat was fairly in the water, all rushed for- 
ward to get in, and I, with my little John in my arms, leaped from the deck 
into it. I now ealled to every one to hand me the other children. A 
passenger from Leinenburg, named Arndt, the captain, the ship’s car- 
penter, and Sister Schaerf, put each one child after the other into my 
arms. ‘Two were yet missing, I therefore returned on board, brought 
one, and saw the other in Sister Schaerf’s arms. Meanwhile the ship 
was sinking fast; and the water had risen about six inches on the deck. 
Hence she lay lower than the boat, which rendered it easier to get in. 
O how thankful were we all to have entered the boat in safety! We 
now pushed off and lay to behind the ship’s stern, but had scarcely got 
clear, before her masts, having all sails set, fell over and she went 
down so fast, that we soon saw no more of her. Just before she sank, 
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a most hideous cry arose from the monkeys, dogs, cats, and pigs left 
behind; but the most compassionate among us could render them no 
assistance. 

We were now left to the mercy of the ocean. The sea ran high, 
and every wave seemed ready to overwhelm us. About four hundred 
yards from us Jay a large merchantman, towards which we cast longing 
looks, but perceived a signal of distress flying, to call us to her assis- 
tance. She was commanded by Captain Kalfs, from Hamburg, and 
had run aground, but afterwards got off and landed her cargo, though 
considerably damaged. We wished to steer towards the coast, but the 
waves would not suffer us to proceed in that direction; and it was still 
very doubtful whether our lives could be preserved. We therefore 
sailed before the wind all night, till day-break. We now rejoiced to 
see land with the naked eye, and encouraged the sailors to use their 
utmost efforts to reach the shore; but their strength was so much ex- 
hausted, that they could hardly keep hold of theiroars. We had saved 
no provisions, and suffered a tormenting thirst and hunger. All at 
once I recollected that there was a bottle of rum (given me by a friend 
in St. John’s) in the pocket of a great coat, which I had thrown into 
the boat. Search was made, and the bottle was found whole. Though 
a very small portion could be served out to each, yet it afforded con- 
siderable relief. 

August 17th. At eleven in the forenoon we reached the island of Ter 
Schilling, and were thankful indeed to be delivered from the anxious 
suspense we had felt in the boat. We landed the children on the 
sands, wrapped them up in the blankets, and sent to the next village to 
fetch a waggon. . While we were waiting for it, we perceived that it 
was ebb-tide, and that we had a great distance to walk to the nearest 
high land. Wet and cold as we were, it appeared a difficult task to 
carry the children through the loose sand, but we were obliged to fly 
from the rising tide. The best article of dress which I had saved from 
the wreck, was a hat, which a gust of wind now carried into the sea. 
We sat on the shore, waiting for assistance, dripping with salt water, 
and in want of proper clothing, but our safety made us think little of 
these sufferings. Our hearts were filled with praise and gratitude to 
our merciful God, for the deliverance we had experienced at His hands. 
We and our dear seven children were in health, and had not suffered 
any bodily harm. H ving saved my text-book, on opening it, we were 
all exceedingly struck and comforted by the text appointed for the day: 
** It is not the will of your Father, which is in heaven, that one of these 
¢ little ones should perish.” Matt. 18, 14. 

At length, about three o’clock in the afternoon, a waggon arrived 
with a pair of horses, and brought us to the nearest farm yard, which 
we reached about five o’clock. Having fasted so long, we had a good 
appetite, and ate what was,set before us, after which we proceeded to 
the village of East Schilling, to get to an inn. Above all, we wished to 
procure dry clothes for the children, and were glad that we had saved 


a little money, to enable us to purchase some of the most needful ar- 
ticles. 
E 
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18th. The Burgomaster of Ter Schilling invited us to dinner. He 
would not admit of my excuse, on account both of our deplorable ap- 
pearance, and the necessary attention to be paid to our charge, but sent 
a carriage to fetch us and the children. This town is about six Eng- 
lish miles from East Schilling. At dinner we became acquainted with 
several worthy persons, and likewise with the principal minister in the 
town. They made many inquiries about the Brethren’s Missions in the 
West Indies, and the institutions and regulations of our settlements in 
Europe, and seemed satisfied with the account I gave them. They al- 
so made me promise, that I would come with my whole company to the 
town, and occupy a lodging, at the expense of the Burgomuster. His 
lady presented a dress to each of the children, with which they were 
exceedingly pleased. This noble-minded mun has rendered us the most 
essential service; for every thing here is very dear, and our lodgings 
would have cost no less than 400 guilders. 

On the 19th, I became acquainted with the Mennonite minister, the 
Rev. Praetorius Meyer, and heard him preach ap edifying sermon, at 
the close of which, in his prayer, he gave thanks to God for our won- 
derful preservation. 

20th. A report reached us, that our ship had been towed to Ameland, 
about eight miles from Ter Schilling, and, on the 21st, a clerk of the 
Notary Public informed us, that he had brought two trunks from Ame- 
land, in his boat, and believed them to belong to us. 1 hastened that 
same evening to the spot where the boat lay, and found that one of the 
trunks belonged to me, and the other to Sister Schaerf. But they had 
been burst open, and only a few articles were left in them. Yet I was 
glad to find a coat, and some of the children’s clothes. 

To travel to Zeyst by land appeared to be too expensive a plan, and 
we therefore availed ourselves of an upportunity offering, to sail to Altona, 
in a Blankanese boat. Having taken leave of the worthy Burgomaster, 
and returned him our cordial thanks for all the kindness and friendship 
he had shown us, for which may God richly reward him, we went on 
board at noon, but hardly knew how to make room for the children in 
so miserable a vessel. The cabin was nothing but a dak hole. We 
were all sea-sick, and on deck had some trouble to prevent the children 
from falling overboard. ‘To add to our unpleasant situation, the sail- 
ors fel] to quarrelling among themselves. 

O how glad were we to arrive safe and well with our dear friends 
Brother Gregor and his family, at Altona! Both they, Messrs. Vander 
Smissen, and the Brethren Sievers and Hamel, showed us much kind- 
ness, which we shall always remember with much gratitude. 

When we call to mind the mighty help we have experienced from 
God our Saviour, throughout this disastrous voyage, we exclaim, with 
melted and joyful hearts:—Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all 
His benefits! 


CHRISTIAN GLOECKLER. 
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INDUSTRY OF THE HOTTENTOTS. 


Extract of a letter from Brother Hallbeck. 


GnapenTaat, (near the Cape of Good Hope) July 30, 1820. 


During the latter half of this month we have had some heavy rains, 
and the new bridge over the Zonderend has proved of material service 
to us and our neighbours. ‘To give encouragement to our Hottentots, I 
lately took a walk to the plough-land, and what a charming sight! Se- 
venteen ploughs belonging to the Hottentots were in motion. Surely 
this one circumstance alone is undeniable evidence, that this once so 
idle nation is improving in industry. We are indeed in great straits at 
present for arable land. Every little patch left of that description, was 
distributed among our people about a fortnight ago, and several of 
those who applied, could not he gratified. One of our Hottentots, and 
this is another encouraging phenomenon) has rented a considerable 
piece of ground of a neighbouring farmer, on which fifteen muids of 
wheat may be sown. 

Being on this topic, I cannot help relating an anecdote connected 
with it. A few days ago, when the river Zonderend was at its highest 
level, a farmer, who had just passed the bridge, met a Hottentot stand- 
ing close by it. He began, as usual, to rail at the poor man, and at 
the laziness of the Hottentots of Gnadenthal. The Hottentot, pointing 
to the bridge, answered to this effect: ‘“ Baas! (master,) I do not 
** choose to answer; let that bridge speak for us. If Baas had built it 
* for me, and I could zoo maar only so, without trouble) walk and 
*¢ ride over it, I should not venture to complain of Baas’s laziness, for 
*¢ T should think, that it required more diligence and labour to build a 
“ bridge, than to ride over it.” The farmer was mute and rode off. 


TF 


FATHER MARSVELD. 


FROM THE SAME. 


GwrapEnTHAL, Septemper 25, 1820. 


Father Marsveld is still alive among us, and your kind inquiries 
about him, affected the venerable old man so much, that he shed tears, 
But about the middle of August, our hopes to see him much longer with 
us, were very faint. On the 13th, he was so weak, that he was not 
able to partake of the Lord’s Supper with the congregation, and I had 
the favour to administer it to him in his own room, in presence of our 
whole family. It was an hour of unspeakable blessing and edification 
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to us all; the peace of God filled the soul of the dear patient, and of 
all present. On the 15th, he grew so much worse, that we hourly ex- 
pected his dissolution. He took a most affectionate leave of all and 
each of us, and at his own request, a prayer was offered up and the 
blessing of the Lord pronounced upon him. He humbly rejoiced in 
the prospect of his departure into the realms of bliss. Never shall I 
forget what I felt on this occasion, when our whole family, as one in 
the Lord, were engaged in prayer around his bed. 

As soon as the news of his dangerous illness spread through the 
village, the Hottentots crowded around, in anxious expectation of the 
issue. It was a most affecting scene. ‘ There,” said one, “ under 
* that large oak, then a young tree, he spoke to me the first word that 
* pierced my heart, and from that moment I always revered him as my 
« spiritual father. Alas, I shall lose more than a father!’ Here he 
burst into a flood of tears. ‘This is the last,” said another, “ of our 
* first three teachers, who is on the point of leaving us. Oh! what dol 
‘¢ owe to our Saviour, that their places have been supplied by others, who 
‘* preach the same words unto us. I was always thankful when new 
“* teachers came, but never did I so deeply feel, as at this moment of sor- 
‘© row, how great reason we have to be thankful.” ‘He told us the truth,” 
said a third, “ plainly, and sometimes sharply; but though we were 
“‘ perhaps displeased for a moment, we felt that he loved us poor Hot- 
*‘ tentots with all his heart.” These and similar expressions were 
heard from many of them, while they were standing in the grove, or in 
the kraal, during these days of anxious suspense. 

It pleased the Lord, however, to restore our venerable father to 
us, and he is now, as usual, walking about in the grove, with his grey 
head uncovered. During his illness, I had much conversation with 
him, which will never be forgotten. A few hours before we took what 
we supposed to be our final leave of him, he desired me to give his 
kind love to you, to the members of your Society, and of the Elders’ 
Conference of the Unity, and to tell them, that whenever he thought 
of the great favour conferred upon him, to be a servant of the Lord, 
and of the blessing with which his feeble ministry had been crowned, 
he was quite bowed down with shame and amazement. “ Never,” 
added he, while the tears rolled down his cheeks, ‘“ could the Lord 
“have chosen a more unprofitable servant. But I believe that He 
*‘ has forgiven all my faults and short-comings in His service.” Allu- 
ding to the peace which so happily prevails among us, he said: “ We 
* live, as it were, in heaven.” This illness weakened him so much, 


that he found himself obliged to give up those concerns, that had 
hitherto been committed to him. 








REMARKABLE PRESERVATION. 


SURINAM. 


The public papers having mentioned the report of~a dreadful con- 
flagration, which took place at Paramaribo, in Surinam, in January, 
1821, we were not a little alarmed for the safety of our Missionary Set- 
tlement in that city. By letters, however, of the 22d of January, 
we obtained the welcome intelligence that all our premises had 
been spared. We offer up our most fervent thanksgivings to the 
Lord our Saviour, for the wonderful preservation experienced by our 
dear Brethren on this occasion. Their letters contain the following 
details :— 

* On the 21st of January, we held our first prayer-day in this year. 
The public service in the forenoon was attended by a crowded and 
very devout auditory. Six adults and a child were baptized. Between 
one and two o’clock in the afternoon, we were alarmed by the cry of 
fire, and saw a huge volume of smoke, ascending from the east-end of 
the city. The wind blowing violently from the north-east, with a clear 
sky, the fire spread with great rapidity. No resistance cou.d be made, 
all the fire-engines being out of order, and the houses all built of wood. 
About midnight, the most beautiful part of the city was laid in ashes, 
and both the Lutheran and Roman Catholic churches had become a 
prey to the flames. Amidst these terrific scenes, we assembled in our 
church, and cried unto the Lord in fervent prayer, and with many tears, 
to have mercy and to save us and our neigbours from destruction. We 
then worked hard all night, to remove as many of our goods as possi- 
ble, being zealously assisted by many negroes, belonging to our con- 
gregation. Meanwhile, the raging flames approached nearer and 
nearer to the Mission-house, and on the 22d, in the morning, at eight 
o’clock, had seized the houses opposite to us, the wind driving them 
with violexce towards our premises. A flake of fire failing on the 
shingle-roof of an out-house at this moment, it began already to kindle. 
But just thea (O! what mercy has the Lord shown unto us the wind 
ceased, and we now conceived hopes of being spared. The fire soon 
subsided, and thus our dwellings were preserved. In our evening- 
worship, we returned thanks to that God, who alone could and did 
save us in the hour of trouble and danger, and repeated our thanks- 
givings, on the follewing Sunday, in the public service, which was very 
numerously attended, 

** In less than 24 hours, above 400 buildings, each containing three 
or four dwellings, with out-houses, have been consumed. Many of our 
negro Brethren and Sisters, have lost both their houses and all their 
goods. We have, however, not heard that any of them have lost their 
lives, though it is said, that many others have perished in the flames. 


















































































































































ST. KITTS. 


Basseterre, January 15, 1821. 


** We have closed a year, in which we have in this island experienced 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ in richest measure. He has grant- 
ed a special blessing upon the preaching of the Cross, revealed Himself 
by His Spirit, to the hearts of our people, and granted to most of them 
to walk as becometh Christians. 

“In our own family, we have enjoyed His presence and peace. 
Whenever we met in His name, to consult about the welfare of our 
negro flock, He heard our prayers, and approved Himself as our Coun- 
sellor and Helper in every difficulty. He granted us many distinguish- 
ed seasons of blessing, particularly when on the monthly prayer days, 
many were added to the Church by Holy Baptism, and when we com- 
memorated His sufferings and death in the Holy Communion. Our 
thankfalness for His boundless love, mercy, and favor towards us, can- 
not be expressed in words. Our most earnest wish and prayer is, that 
He would dispose the hearts of all our people to make a good use of 
the grace which He so richly bestows upon them, and tbat all of us may 
in future live more and more unto His praise. 

* During the year 1820, $8 adults and 83 children were baptized: 
101 baptized as children, or at other places, received as members of the 
congregation; 67 re-admitted; 77 made partakers of the Lord’s Supper, 
21 re-admitted to His table, and 94 added to the candidates for that or- 
dinance; 203 admitted candidates for baptism; 90 old and young de- 
parted this life. At the close of the year, the congregation consisted 
of 2774 persons; 211 more than last year, of whom 612 are commu- 
nicants. 

** [t is two years, since the new settlement at Bethesda began to 
be built, and we are now drawirg near the consummation of this laborious 
and expensive work. We very much regret, that we have thus, neces- 
sarily, become so burthensome to our dear Brethren at home, by the 
heavy expenses attending this undertaking. Were you here, you 
would soon be convinced, thet they could not be avoided, and we trust 
the Lord will help you to defray them. 

“ We were last week engaged in speaking with the new applicants 
and candidates for baptism, 1387 in number, 111 more than last time. 
There is at present much sickness in this island; many have died, par- 
ticularly young people and children, of the measles and sore throat. As 
to ourselves, we are thankful to the Lord for His mercy, in granting us 
the needful health and strength for activity in His service, and all join in 
— 1g acontinuance of the Jove and prayers of all our Brethren and 

riends.” 
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Marca 10th, 1821. 


“T have to-day the pleasure to inform you, that on the 25th of last 
month (February) the new Church at Bethesda was consecrated. We 
set out from hence early in the morning; part of the congregation had 
gone thither in the night, and the rest followed us. On our arrival, we 
found a large company assembled, both of whites and blacks, which was 
still increasing. After the arrival of the Commander in Chief, and seve- 
ral ladies and gentlemen from other pluces, divine service commenced, 
by singing two verses of that hymn, God reveals His presence, let us now 
adore Him, My text was Psalm cxxii. 1—4. A prayer, the doxology, 
and benediction, concluded the first service. Brother Richter then 
preached, after which Brother Kaltofen baptized two persons. Brother 
Johansen met the classes, and concluded with prayer. In the last meet- 
ing, four persons were received as members of the congregation. It was 
indeed a day which the Lord had made, and I am sure will not be for- 
gotten by any that were present. 

* Feb. 9th, according to in invitation sent by the Honorable Mr. Mills, 
at Nevis, Brother Richter and myself paid a visit to that island. We 
met with a cordial reception and much hospitality, and conversed with 
several of the principal persons on the island, concerning our church 
and missions, 


* We have still a very sickly time in St. Kitts, the measles are stil] pre- 
vailing, with fevers and the sore throat, whereof many have died. Most 
of us have colds and coughs, but otherwise, thanks to God, we are all in 


health.” 
J. G. PROCOP. 


JAMAICA. 


Inwin, St. Jamzs, February 20, 1821. 


*‘ T continue to preach on Sundays, even in crop-time, shifting the 
hour of meeting, to suit the convenience of the negroes; but it is sel- 
dom that many can attend. 

‘ [tis a great comfort to us to be assured, that there are so many 
of our dear Brethren and Friends, who send up fervent supplications to 
the throne of grace in our behulf, and we trust, that we reap the bene- 
fit of their prayers. Iam enabled to say, that the Lord our Saviour has 
been very gracious to us, borne with our many imperfections, and pre- 
served us from all evil. 

* Trials and disappointments have not been wanting in the past 
year, but we have experienced the help and comfort of the Lord under 
all circumstances. I baptized nine adults during the year, two on 
their death-beds, who, I trust, departed this life in reliance upon the 
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merits of Jesus, to whom they took refuge for pardon and peace. 
Eleven children were likewise baptized, at the request of their parents, 
chiefly on Williamsfield estate. On Christmas day I had the satisfac- 
tion to baptize two men and three women, and to receive three persons, 
baptized elsewhere, as members of our congregation; the latter belong- 
ing to Irwin, of whom [ feel no hesitation to say, that they are sincerely 
desirous to walk worthy of their Christian profession. I would fain 
hope, that this is an earnest of better times, and indeed I am envour- 
aged to believe, that, at the great harvest of the Lord, many a soul 
will be found gathered into His garner, from this quarter also, to join 
in the song of the redeemed, giving honor, glory, and blessing to the 
Lamb, that was slain, to bring them nigh unto God. There has been 
neither storm nor hurricane in this island last year. 'The season was 
rather dry, and there appears to be a falling-off of the sugar-harvest, 
but provisions for the negroes have been abundant all along The 
Lord has dealt bountifully with us We salute, most cordially, all 
our dear Brethren and friends on the other side of the ocean.” 


JAMES LIGHT. 


—<_—— 


CarmeL, (Jamaica) February 20, 1821. 


* You may have heard, that we have been obliged to give up going 
to preach at Peru, too many difficulties being throwa into our way. 
However, more negroes than ever before, now come to Curmel, inso- 
much that our place of worship has become too small. The first 
prayer-day, this year, was a dayof rich blessing to us all. Sixteen 
adults were baptized, three received as members of the congregation, 
and twenty added to the class of candidates for baptism. The field 
appears ripe for the harvest, and the more the enemy of souls endea- 
vours to impede or destroy the Work of God, the more the negroes 
seem desirous to hear and believe the Gospel. They: come to us, and 
ask with earnestness, ““ What must we do to be saved ?” Many negroes 
now come hither from estates, of which some time ago we had never 
heard the name. They all say, that they desire to escape from the 
wrath to come, and to learn how they may become Christians, not 
only in name, but in deed and truth, Much might be done, if we 
could get a place of our own near the mountains. 

“There are many there, who are very desirous of hearing the Gos- 
pel; but they live from ten to fifteen miles from this place, and my 
other avocations will not permit me to visit them as I wish. I have 
more than once attempted to find a suitable situation in the mountains, 
where we might put up a church of our own, to which the negroes 
from the surrounding estates might repair without interruption; but I 
have not succeeded. [I trust the Lord Himseif will open the door, and 
also make way for such, who (in one instance in particular) are pre- 
vented from coming, by the hostility of the manager. He has all men’s 
hearts at His disposal. Five or six negroes, however, contrive, in their 
leisure time, to come from the plantation alluded to, and declare, that 
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no unmerited punishment shall keep them from coming to hear, how 
they may attain unto life eternal. All these appearances seem to prove, 
that the Lord’s time to visit this island is not far off, and that He will 
gather in from among these negroes also, a rich reward for the travail 
of His soul. May He send faithful, active, and zealous labourers into 
His harvest, and grant us opportunities of going out, to seek the lame 
and the blind, the cripples, the sick and the dying, who live in the re- 
cesses and glens of the mountains, and cannot come to us; that we may 
bring to them the sweet words of the Gospel, and that it may prove 
unto them also, a savor of life unto life. 

‘© A gentleman in our neighbourhood, E. B. approves himself a real 
friend to us, and desires much to have a regular preaching-place on 
his estates. Most of his negroes come to our church; but we are 
obliged to decline his kind offers. for the present, for want of means, 
and in general feel rather alarmed by the immense expence, that ne- 
cessarily attends building in Jamaica, and which chiefly falls upon our 
Brethren at home. May our gracious God and Saviour enable you to 
do what is needful for the support of the Missions; and, above all, grant, 
that His precious saving word may run and be glorified. We will con- 
tinue, by His divine assistance, to show forth His sufferings and death, 
as the only cause of man’s salvation, and call unto all men to hear, be- 
lieve on, and come unto Jesus. May He grant success.” 


JOHN HAFA. 
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NEAR THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE, FOR JULY, AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER, 1820. 
JULY 34d, 


A young person, Concordia Magerman, who had long been suffering 
from a consumptive disorder, was translated into eternal rest. She was 
baptized in July 1914, and attained to the enjoyment of the Holy Com- 
munion, in May 1816. During her days of health, she served as nurse 
in the families of the missionaries Kuester and Clemens, with great faith- 
fulness, and acquired the love and regard of all the children committed 
to her care. We have reason to believe, that through the teaching of 
the Holy Spirit, she was brought to know herself as a helpless sinner, 
and Jesus, as her Redeemer. This, indeed, was evidenced by a walk 
and conversation, conformable to the doctrines of Christ; as likewise by 
her childlike resignation to the will of the Lord, when it pleased him to 
afflict her with ill health. During the last stages of her illness, her ar- 
dent desire to be atrest with Him, was particularly edifying to all who 
visited her. . 
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4th, and following days, we spoke with the candidates for Baptism, 
and the baptized children, and their conversation proved a source of 
much encouragement to us. Most of the former, appeared to be under 
deep convictions. 

A person, who had not yet obtained permission to be a candidate for 
Baptism, said, “ I feel myself so full of sin, that. I dare scarcely raise 
“‘ my eyes from the ground, for I know thst I am unworthy of the small- 
** est favor: yet I often long with tears for the privilege of being a 
candidate. Sometimes I think, it is not proper to entertain so strong 
a desire, and I then endeavour to suppress it; but this I find impossi- 
“ ble. When I come to church, and am told of the love of Christ to 
* sinners, it is as though a voice addressed me, ‘ Even thee He will 
* not reject; come then to Him just «s thou art.’ ” 

A candidate for Baptism said, “ My sister has been long sinee bap- 

tized, but has proved unfaithful to our Saviour. This circumstance 

has made me reason thus within myself: why has this grace been 

‘ conferred upon her, 23 our Saviour knew, that she was not worthy of 
it, and why am I, on the other hand, suffered to stand in the back- 
ground. Now, however, I perceive, that this very idea has stood in 
my way: and I pray our Saviour, to deliver me entirely from it, and 
to grant me the grace to feel more trouble about my own state, and 
less about that of others.” 

A woman said, “ [ have now been a ‘ong time, a poor unworthy can- 

didate for Baptism, and have often felt distressed on account of it. 

The fault, however, rests entirely with myself; for I have often been 

disobedient to the Spirit of God, and acted contrary to my vow as a 

candidate. O! that our Saviour would yet have mercy upon me, and 

cause me to grow in His grace and knowledge.” 

9th. Nine persons were admitted candidates for Baptism, and twelve 
baptized; seven were received as members of the congregation. When 
the joyful intelligence was made known to them, many were deeply 
affected, and shed tears of thankfulness for the grace conferred upon 
them. 

In these days, the baptized, and candidates for the Holy Communi- 
on, were spoken with individually, by Brother Beinbrech and his wife, 
who were much encouraged and rejoiced, by their unreserved declara- 
tions on the state of their souls. One of them said, ‘“ Some time ago, 
* it was as though a gulph were fixed between me and our Saviour. 
** When I wished to draw near to Him in prayer, I could not. But, 
** thanks to Him, the way is now open, and I can address all my com- 
** plaints and desires to Him, in the most confident manner.” 

The conversations held with the communicants on the 20th, were 
likewise very edifying and satisfactory. 

One of them, whose child-like dependance on our Saviour, is always 
edifying to us, said, “ Yesterday, something very extraordinary took 
‘© place, ‘Three oxen broke into my wheat-field during the night, but 
** did not destroy any of the blades of corn, which by this time have 
“ grown pretty high. When I perceived this, I thought, This is the 
** Lord’s doing; He knows that I am a poor man, and have a large 
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family of children, so that I cannot afford to lose any thing. He has 
“ therefore closed the mouths of the oxen, and said to them, ‘ 'Teuch 
« ¢ it not, for the children are crying for bread.’ ” 

On the 23d, after the publie service, five children were baptized; and 
in the evening we, with our Hottentot congregation, partook of the 
Holy Communion. Forty persons were present as spectators, viz: 
23 candidates, and 17 who are to be confirmed next time. 
was re-admitted. 

On the 24th, Samuel Valentyn, a hopeful young man, dep:rted this 
life, in his 19th year. He was born and educated here; in 1815, he 
became a member of the congregation; and in 1817, was admitted to 
the Holy Communion. He was one of those, who last year served in 
the campaign against the Caffres, during which he experienced mani- 
fest proofs of the protecting care of the Lord. But soon after his re- 
turn, in December, 1819, he fell into a deep decline. From the very 
first attack, his wish was to depart and be with Christ, and though he 
did not say much, he frequently declared, that he was at peace with 
God. 

On the 27th and 28th, we had a very agreeable visit from the pre- 
sent Landdrost of Zwellendam, Mr. Schonberg, and his family, In his 
comp:ny were the Rev. Mr. Spiker, and some gentlemen connected 
with the government. On the evening of the 27th, Mr. Spiker delivered 
an appropriate and evangelical discourse to the congregation. The 
whole company felt quite at home among us, and when they departed, 
gave us the warmest assurances of friendship and good will. 

During the month of July, a widow and a married couple obtained 
permission to become inhabitants of the place. 

August 10th.—The communicants were addressed in companies, in re- 
feence to the Holy Communion. As this regulation had not been adhered 
to, for several years, the impression which the renewal of it mede on the 
minds of all present, was very great ‘The subject of brotherly love, 
being the main topic of conversation, gave occasion to many edifying 
remarks. With much feeling aud many tears, the Hottentots acknow- 
ledged, that in regard to this essential point, they were still very defec- 
tive; each took the blame to himself, and many, with much emotion, 
entreated forgiveness of all present, if they had given offence, in one 
way or another. 

On the 12th, an infant departed very unexpectedly. The mother 
h:d gone into the field to fetch fuel, and, accordiug to the Hottentot 
custom, carried the child on her back. When she returned home, and 
h.d taken the bundle of sticks from her head, she intended also to lay 
down the child, supposing it to be asleep: when to her surprise and 
terror, she discovered that it was breathless, The body not being 
quite cold, all possible means were made use of for its restoration, but 
without effect. An apoplectic stroke most probably proved the means 
of its departure. 

The celebration of the festival of the 18th August, was attended by 
a particular manifestation of our Saviour’s presence; on this occasion, 
17 persons wh had been confirmed on the 9th, were favoured to par- 
take, for the first time, of the Holy Communion. 
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About the 15th, our venerable Brother Marsveld, was so ill, that we 
expected his departure to be near at hand; but in a few days, it pleased 
the Lord to restore him to a tolerable degree of health and strength, to 
the great joy both of his fellow labourers, and of the whole Hottentot 
congregation. 

On the 19th, Daniel Hans, on old man, departed this life. _He was 
baptized in July, 1817, and admitted to the Holy Communion, in No- 
vember of the following year. When he tame to live at Gnadenthal, 
he was already advanced in years, and being better acquainted with the 
Hottentot than the Dutch language, was not able to express himself 
very clearly on religious subjects. Nevertheless, from the little he did 
utter, and also from the whole tenour of his conduct,we were led to be- 
lieve, that he was not without spiritual life. In his last short illness, 
an apoplectic stroke rendered him almost speechless; yet by an audible 
affirmation, and by a friendly shake of the hand, he gave us the assu- 
rance, when questioned about bis faith and hope, that he felt the peace 
of God in his soul. 

On the 22d, we held an examination of the boys belonging to our 
school, in presence of the Missionaries, and the parents of the children. 
On this occasion, sixty boys, who had arrived at the proper age, left the 
school, to make room for others. We united in offering our tribute of 
thanks to the Lord, who has evidently blest the endeavours of Brother 
Lemmerz; at the same time encouraging the pupils, to make a proper 
use of their great privileges. We concluded, with fervent prayer, 
for the continuance of the Divine blessing. The schools consisted, 
exclusive of the above-mentioned sixty scholars, of 127 boys, and 150 
girls. 

On the 26th, we had the pleasure to receive a valuable present of 
clothing, for the use of our pour Houtentuts, the gift of some friends 
in England. On the 28th, part of the contents were distributed gratis, 
and the remainder sold at a low price, with the view of purchasing 
bread for the most necessitous, with the produce of the sale. With 
grateful hearts, our Hottentots received the presents bestowed upon 
them; and entreated us, in their name, to return thanks to their un- 
known benefactors, and to say that they would often remember their 
kind friends before the throne of grace. While we perform this agree- 
able duty, we cannot help taking the opportunity of commending our- 
selves and our flock, to the continued affectionate remembrance of our 
benefactors, and of imploring the Lord to shower down upon them His 
choicest blessings. 

On the Sist, we received a visit from the Rev. Mr. Philip, Director 
of the Missions, belonging to the London Missionary Society, in com- 
pany of some mercantile gentlemen. They set out the next morning 
for Capetown. A married couple, with three children, have obtained 
permission, during this month, to live here. 

September.—In the beginning of this month, the Brethren Hallbeck and 
Clemens, and their wives, were engaged in speaking with the married peo- 
ple, of whom there are 220 couples residing in the settlement. Most of 
them are truly desirous to live in the experience of the grace of God, and 
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to bring up their children in thé nurture and admonition of the Lord. On 
the latter important subject, the Missionaries had much circumstantial 
conversation with those who have a family; and they observed with 
pleasure, that, although some were constrained to acknowledge, with 
shame, their great deficiency in the discharge of their parental duties, 
more attention appeared to have been paid to them, than had been the 
case formerly. All of them promised, that, through the enabling grace 
of our Saviour, they would attend more diligently to the sacred obliga- 
tions incumbent upon them 

A married man expressed himself as follows: “I never forget to 
wash my hands and face every morning, and I do not feel comforta- 
ble, till [have done so. O! that I were always equally desirous, to 
have my heart cleansed from the stains of sin. This is the more 
needful for me, as I have children, to whom I ought to set a good ex- 
ample. One would hardly suppose it to be the case, but I have 
often remarked, that children are as quick in discerning the blemishes 
in our hearts, as the spots upon our faces; and thea all admonitions 
become fruitless.” 

Another man, a few days ago, happened to meet one of the Missiona- 
ries, and eddressed him as follows: “ What you said to me the other 
** day, has dwelt on my mind by day and by night, viz. that I ought to 
** be a Priest of God in my own house. This duty becomes more and 
** more clear to me, the oftenerI think about it. O! help me to pray, 
** that I may become such a Priest as you described.” 

About this time, we received the afflicting intelligence, that our friend 
Dr. Hassner, whose medical skill had frequently been of the utmost 
service to us, departed this life, on the 20th of August, at his residence, 
on the Drakenstein. 

Besides the usual solemnities on the 7th,* the day was enlivened by 
the baptism of four married men, who had long been waiting for this 
privilege. In the evening, the whole congregation partook of the Holy 
Communion. As usual on such occasions, joyful hymns of praise re- 
sounded, both in the morning and evening, throughout our happy Vale 
of Grace (Gnadenthal:. Could our dear Brethren and Sisters, and 
friends at home, be witnesses of such striking occurrences, they would 
doubtless be powerfully excited, to praise the Lord for His mighty 
works, to thank Him for what has already been effected, and to contri- 
bute the more freely towards the furtherance of the gospel among the 
heathen. 

On the Sth, a married woman, Jacoba Vierk, departed happily. She 
was baptized in October, 1810, and admitted to the Holy Communion 
in February, 1813; her deportment among us was such, as to afford us 
real pleasure, and she was esteemed and honoured by every one, as @ 
true follower of Jesus. In her last illness, her declarations were so 
humble, and yet so full of child-like confidence in our Saviour, that 
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* The 7th of September is a memorial day for the married members of our 
congregations, when the duties of parents are particularly inculeated. 
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every visit to her proved a means of edification to ourselves, and we 
could leave her with fervent prayer, that our latter end might be like 
her’s. A few minutes before her departure, she conversed with a 
Brother on her domestic affiirs, and especially on the education of her 
children, and was full of joy and gratitude for the rich blessings she had 
enjoyed, in the stillness and retirement of her sick chamber. 

On the 9th, a school w»s opened for the elder boys and youths, with 
fervent prayer for the divine blessing. One for the elder girls had al- 
ready commenced on the 19th of Februsry. 

On the 15th, we received, by a special messenger from Groenekloof, 
the painful intelligence, that our dear Sister Bonatz, after long contin- 
ued sufferings, had been called to her eternal rest. The whole con- 
gregation at Gnadenthal felt the most lively sympathy with Brother 
Bonatz, under this severe bereavement, and wished him the powerful 
support of our Saviour. 

On the 20th, a letter from the Rev. Mr. Messer, missionary at Pa- 
caltsdorp, near George, gave us information, that two of our communi- 
cants, who were there on a visit, viz. ‘Theodore Pitt and Sabina Pitt, 
had departed this life, of an infectious fever, Sabina lost her speech 
seven days before her departure, which took place on the 20th July, in 
consequence of which, Mr. Messer could not report much on the sub- 
ject of her spiritual state during her illness. He had, however, a short 
time before seen pleasing proofs of her attention to divine things, when 
she partook of the Holy Communion, with his congregation of Hot- 
tentots. Concerning the last days of Theodore Pitt, the above letter 
stated, that during the progress of his disorder, he was continually en- 
gaged in converse with his Saviour. On one occasion he expressed 
himself thus to a Hottentot:—‘ Many of my friends have been to see 
“ me, but I have felt no freedom to converse with them. Our Saviour 
* has sent you to me, that I might tell you, what is on my mind: a 
“ ebild of God should say nothing, but what our Saviour enables him to 
** speak; otherwise he speaks from pride, deceives himself, and is 
‘* punished for it, by indifference and coldness of heart.” He then ad- 
ded, “ Iam quite astonished at the faithfulness of the good Shepherd, 
“that He has shewn mercy, even to the poor Hottentots, and sent to 
** them teachers, who stand at the entrance of the fold and compel the 
* wild sheep, who would rather remain outside, to enter in. I hope,” 
he further remarked, “that I have given no offence here; but the 
* words of a man are often like an invisible blast, which does mis- 
* chief, before we are aware of it It may, therefore, have been the 
* case; and if so, I beg the forgiveness of all,”’ &c. 

On the 23d, Sister Clemens, was favoured by the birth of a son; 
who, on the 24th, in holy Baptism, received the name of Frederic. 

On the 28th and 29th, the former Landdrost of Caledon, Mr. Von 
Frauenfelder, arrived from Capetown, in company of four gentlemen. 
All seemed much gratified by their visit. 

On the 29th, nineteen persons received permission to become candi- 
dates for Baptism; thirteen to be baptized; and five to be received as 
members of the congregation. Brother and Sister Thomsen, had pre- 
viously spoken with our people, and expressed themselves particularly 
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gratified with many of the children, whose declarations were uncom- 
monly free and unreserved. 

Maria Jacobs, an unbaptized child, said, “ My earnest desire is, that 
“« | may become achild of God, and it therefore grieves me, that I can- 
“ not yet attend the meetings of the baptized children... [ have often 
“ followed the advice of my dear mother, and prayed to our Saviour, 
“ that He would open my heart, whenever I go to church; and I feel 
“that He hears my prayers, and blesses me, when I attend the meet- 
“ ings.” 

Another child, when asked, whether he was obedient, answered in 
the negative, and began to weep. He added, “ I often displease my 
“ parents, and our “aviour also, by my disobedience; but | am always 
** uneasy in consequence of it, till I have prayed for forgiveness. O! 
* that our Saviour would bestow the favor upon me, to become a can- 


“ didate for Baptism; then I could have confidence, that He would 
“* forgive my sins.” 


H. P. HALLBECK, H. MARSVELD, 
A. CLEMENS, I BEINBRECH, 
I. THOMSEN, I. LEMMERZ. 


GENERAL REMARKS ON THE MISSIONARY CAUSE, 
From Letters of Brother Hallbeck—dated 


Gnadenthal, July and August, 1820. 


I hardly remember to have ever felt more alive and grateful for my 
glorious calling, than when I have sometimes been walking alone on 
our surrounding hills, and among our young plantations, meditating 
upon the wonderful news of the remark.ble movements in the christian 
world. Surely we live in momentous times, and we are already favour 
ed to witness the fulfilment of the promises of God’s holy word. The 
spirit of God is evidently moving upon the surfuce of the’ dark and 
shapeless chaos, preparing the rude materials for a glorious display of 
divine mercy, when the voice shall be heard: Let there be light! and 
light shall shine forth out of darkness. 1 cannot help considering the 
political fermentation im the civilized world, «s an earnest of better days 
for the church of Christ; for history tells us, that the great epochs in 
the kingdom of Christ were marked by revolutions among the kingdoms 
of this world. Without the troubles, which agitated the Roman Em- 
pire, owing to excess of luxury, ‘ hristianity would not have been so 
speedily and so firmly estublished ; and without the political convulsions, 
which distinguished the age of Charles the V. the great work of the 
Reformation would not have been so successiul. ‘Therefore I cherish 
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the hope, that, amidst the present tumults, God our Saviour intends to 
give us some new proof of His good-will towards men. I know that 
the powers of darkness are also exerting themselves, and infidelity has 
assumed an aspeet of uncommon boldness, but this does not shake my 
confidence; for the cold of the night is felt most severely, just when 
the sun is about to, rise. 

Overlooking the whole of the forces employed in the great good 
cause, I was on the one hand struck with the great mass of talents and 
resources, ernployed by other christian communities, in comparison 
with our poverty in either respect; but, on the other hand, 1 was excited 
to thank God our Saviour, for the great blessing with which He has 
been pleased to crown our weakness and insignificance. Our state of 
affairs, here in Gnadenthal more particularly, filled my soul with the 
most fervent gratitude. Where, said 1, have missionaries been so high- 
ly favoured as here! What mercy bas the Lord shown unto these 
poor; despised people! Taken altogether, what a blessed city of the 
ord is GnapENTHAL! 

It is indeed a favour to be employed in the work of the Lord, and I 
thank Him daily for favouring me to labour in this part of His vine- 
yard. Though the Hottentots, like all other men, have their faults, yet 
T cannot but love them with my whole heart, and I am willing to do any 
thing for their good. And it is to me, and to us all, a great comfort, 
that we enjoy their love and confidence, and perceive, that'they are 
truly thankful to the Lord for the privileges they enjoy as a Christian 
community. They know no greater punishment than to be deprived of 
any of those privileges. From the renewal of the Mission in 1792, 1054 
adults, and 848 children have been baptized; 112 persons baptized as 
children, have been received as members of the congregation, and 691 
admitted as communicants. At present we count about 500 communi- 
eants, and the number of inhabitants, which has increased this year, ex- 
ceeds 1400, If we but had the means of purchasing another place 
in the neighbourhood of Gnadenthal, as an appendage to this! Thus 
the number of inhabitants might be diminished, and the Hottentots 
find the means of supporting themselves more easily. 
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